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johnfergusmm  is  Jippoin ted  Mayor  of 
this  City,  in  the  place  of  Dewitt  Clinton, 
removed 

So,  1  understand,  says  the  correspondent 
of  Mr.  Phillips,  the  proprietor  of  the  Ad¬ 
vocate. 

“  JVhat  a  fall  tvas  there,  my  cminirytnen  /” 

Faction  has  uow  spent  the  utmost  fury 
of  its  malignity  upon  Mr,  Clititon, 

Once  I  was  bitterly  hostile  to  this  gentle¬ 
man.  But  I  did  not  know  hint.  From 
report^  1  liad  considered  him  haughty  and 
cruel:  from  observation,  I  know  him  aTahle 
and  benevolent.  I  had  deemed  him  unfor- 
gi  ’ing  and  persecuting :  from  observation,  I 
know  him  incapable  of  remembering  wrongs, 
or  avenging  them.  1  thought  him  an  in¬ 
triguer  and  a  demagogue:  1  have  had  o[)- 
portunities  to  mark  him  well ;  1  have  never 
omiltecl  to  mark  him,  in  all  situations,  and 
I  have  found  him  relying  solely  upon  his 
character,  for  support.  Mr.  Clinton,  in  one 
word,  is  a  man  liberal  in  his  opinions,  faith¬ 
ful  <0  his  friends,  undeviating  in  dignity. 

There  is  a  time  of  prosperity,  vvhen  the 
buzzing  hum  of  sycophants  stuns  the  ears  of 
great  men.  While  the  splendours  of  office 
surrounded  Mr.  Clinton,  language,  such  as 
I  now  use,  could  not  have  escaped  me.  It 
is  when  a  great  man  is  beaten  down  by  fac¬ 
tion  and  cabal,  that  his  ti^e  fnm'h  peculi¬ 
arly  delight  to  avow  their  attachment.  It 
is  a  time  too,  when  the  little,  sneaking,  con¬ 
temptible  maggots,  whom  his  kindness  had 
warmed  into  being,  will  be  seen  crawling 
and  wriggling  from  him.  Some  have  com¬ 
menced  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  mo»-e. — 
Some  have  never  thought  of  so  foul  a  trea¬ 
son.  The  man  who  loves  his  friend,  his 
benefactor,  in  the  hour  of  adversity,  is  to  be 
honoured  forever.  But  the  mean  reptiles, 
who  can  live  only  in  the  sunshine  of  pow  er, 
can  never  ascend  to  such  moral  and  intel¬ 
lectual  dignity. 

How  many  of  the' men,  who  urged  Mr. 
Clinton  to  stand  for  the  presidency^  will  now' 
strain  their  throats,  in  rejoicing  at  his  remo¬ 
val  from  the  mayoralty?  Few  or  many,  and 
be  they  who  they  may,  of  one  fact  1  can 
most  certainly  assure  them ;  they  will  he 
objects  of  contempt  and  detestation,  with 
men,  of  all  parties.  The  treason  may 
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be  liked,  but  the  traitors  will  be  aWiorred. 

1  have  them  in  my  eye — perhaps  I  wrong 
them.  But  if  they  have  any  sense  of  ne- 
cency,  any  fear  of  universal  abhorr  nee, 
let  theni  avoid  the  indelible  stigma  insepa¬ 
rable  from  injustice,  inconsistency,  ingrati- 
lude  and  baseness. 

The  greatest  news  which  has  transpired  since 
the  peace,  is  the  reports  from  Albany,  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment,  on  Monday,  for  this  astonished  city,  of 
John  Ferguson,  Esq.  Mayor,  and 
Jacob  Ra  dcliff.  Esq.  Recorder. 

We  have  no  regular  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  council,  nor  any  authority  to  discredit  the 
reports.  Some  appointments  of  bank  diriictorj*  aro 
also  incntioiicil,  which  we  defer  until  we  have  our 
autlientic  returns,  which  the  next  mail  will  proba¬ 
bly  furnish. — Columbian, 

With  Mr.  Holt,  1  cannot  discredit  the  dis¬ 
graceful  accounts  from  Aibatiy.  From  a 
council  whiCh  cr*uld  appoint  sveU  a  m  in  hs 
Ambrose  Spence* ’s  brother,  Philip,  clerk  of 
Dutchess,  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton, 
frim  tho  mayoralty,  and  the  a|qioiiitraent  of 
Jacob  Radclitr  to  the  reconlship,  might 
be  naturally  expected.  The  devil  never 
does  bis  work  by  hj.lves. 

Four  years  ago,  I  told  Judge  Van  Ness, 
(hat  in  due  time  Jacob  Bade  I  iff  imist  be  a 
(l“mocrat.  ’Fbat  na’ure  had  made  him  a 
jacoMu,  accident  a  fed^^ralist.  The  judge, 
who  loves  bis  friends,  was  Ouended :  but  I 
w’MS  right  nevertheless. 

Some  of  the  Tammany  men,  I  understand, 
do  not  altogether  like  to  have  treason  and 
apostacy  so  suddenly  and  ennrmouslv  re- 
I  w  arded ;  especia  ity  as  mother  Tammany  has 
I  already  more  pigs  than  teats  But  th^  y 
altogether  in  the  wrong.  Jacob  Radciiff* 
will  be  a  valuable  accession  to  iktir  party. 
He  is  pecidiarly  fitted  for  them. 

In  proof,  let  me  relate  an  anectlofe.  ThUt 
person  had  expressed  himself  in  favour  of 
the  war  in  1812.  He  w'as  given  to  under¬ 
stand,  in  a  way,  which  hf*  knows  I  can  ex'**, 
plain,  that  such  opinions  would  not  answer. 
The  next  thing  I  knew  of  him  was,  that  in 
Mr.  Coleman’s  office  he  pro(K)sed  to  have  a 
general  meeting  in  the  park,  to  remonstrate 
against  the  declaration  of  war !  What,  saUl 
Mr.  Henderson,  why  yon  told  me  the  wai* 
ought  to  he  supported.  Mr.  Radcliff  equi¬ 
vocated,  and  blushed,  and  denied  ai^i  bliull> 
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ctl  a?ain  !  The  misunderstanding  passed  j 
over.  The  peace  meeting  was  held  at 
Wasliinglon  Hall,  and  Mr.  Kadclilf  attend¬ 
ed  as  director  general  and  master  of  cere¬ 
monies,  laughing,  delighted,  and  shouting 
and  clapping  his  hands  uith  infinite  glee. — 
y  ^narked  him  well.  When  Mr.  Anthon  deli- 
vtred  his  animated  and  classical  oration 
against  the  war,  there  was  Mr.  Radcliff 
again,  like  John  Gilpin,  “  who  blithe  /” 

The  majority  of  the  assembly  w  as  at  this 
time  federal.-  There  were  federal  senators 
in  three  districts.  The  council,  therefore, 
would  certainly  be  federal.  Mr.  Radcliff 
ha(hbeen  mayor  i'  and  the  peace  party  could 
only  make  him  mayor  again.  Mr.  Radcli! 
was,  of  course^  a  peace  man.  But — “  and 
thereby  hangs  a  tale" — the  council  con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Clinton  in  office;  they  appoint¬ 
ed  Mr.  Hoffinan  recorder;  and  our  patriot 
was  convinced  that  the  warj  was  just  and 
honourable!  It  was  reserved  for  him,  to 
make  his  contemptible  puppets  assert,  and 
put  their  names  to  it  too,  while  the  master 
juggler,  reserving  himself  for  events,  kept 
in  the  hjick  ground,  that  “  Washington  fe- 
deraltsts,*^  an^l  Jeffersonian,  Madisonian  ja- 
co^  ’ns,  we*e  of,  precisely  the  same  order  of 
politicians ! 

If  Mr.  RadcliT  has  his  office,  let  me  as¬ 
sure  you,  fellow  citizens  of  St.  Tammany, 
he  will  he  tnie  to  you.  If  you  .give  him  aff 
he  asnires  to,  he  will  not  qii'^rrel  with  you, 
al>out  any  thing  else.  Resides,  he  is  quite 
a  crninins:  man,  although  he  does  not  look 
like  it.  But  take  care,  I  beseech  you,  to 
let  him  have  his  ow’n  way,  or  he  will  become 
as  sulky  as  a  spoiled  child — He  is,  besides, 
assiduous  and  laborious.  He  may  not  talk 
aiMl  bellow  as  much  as  some  of  you — and  at 
your  meetings  his  stomach  may  not  be  al¬ 
together  strong  en‘»ugh  to  stand  had  breath 
and  tobacco  smoke.  But  he  will  never 
mf'ntion  it.  He  will  smile — fhatis,  trv — 
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when  you  have  affected  him  even  to  vomit¬ 
ing.  Let  him  have  his  office,  and  he  will 
serve  you. 

On  matters  of’  fact,  you  know%  I  have 
■ev^r  deceived  you.  Nature-  made  him  a 
democrat.  And,  in  a  little  while,  you  will 
like  him  much. . 

FOR  THE  EXAMINER. 

MR.  OARPFMER, 

In  your  paper  of  Saturday,  there  appeared  an 
account  of  General  Jackson,  which  was  designed 
to  invalidate  that  lately  given  hy  me. 

In  publishing  that  account,  I  had  nothing  in 
rjaw.but  truth.  The  general  was  not  deprived 


I  of  any  natural  or  acquired  advantage,  nor  Wat* 
the  account  an  “  idle  story.*’  The  writer  in* 
the  Commercial  Advertiser,  asserts,  without 
any  kind  of  proof,  that  the  general  was  bom 
**  in  the  Waxliaw  settlement,  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina,  and  that  his  father  was  from  the 
north  ofdrelafid.”  I  did  assert,  and  do  still, 
-that  his  father  was  an  Englishmans  and  it  is 
very  probable,  was  never  out  of  the  county  of 
Devon.  Whether  it  would  be  more  honourable 
to  the  general,  to  be  proved  of  Irish  than  En¬ 
glish  extraclion,  is  not  for  me  to  determine. 
The  introdiu’tory  letter  I.  mentioned  in  my 
“  idle  story,”  as  having  been  received  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  now  in  this  city,  from  the  general’s  bro¬ 
ther,  living  at  Dartmouth  in  Devon  ;  bears  date 
April'29,  ITO.*),  and  which  [  shall  submit  to  your 
inspection/  It  was  directed  as  follows:-  **  Ge-* 
neral  Jackson.  Fhilad(‘lphia,  or  at  Savannah,  or 
Augusta,.  Georgia,” 

The  various  situations  occupied  by  Geiieml 
Jackson  in  this  country,  by  no  means  determine 
the  place  of  his  birtli.  Heiwy  Toulmin,  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  was  once  president  of  the  college  at* 
Lexington  ;  a  son  of  General  Wilkinson  married 
Jiis  daughter;  and  he  now  holds  the  offiee  of 
Judge;  “but  notwithstanding,  bis  enjoying  al4 
these  lionours,  he  was  born  at  Taunton,  in  So¬ 
mersetshire.” 

If  the  proof  I  now  give  of  the  general’s  b«’ing 
not  of  Irish  extraction,  but  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  be  not  suflicieiit  to  carfy  conviction  to  all 
unprejudiced  persons ;  1  shall  suffer  them  to  en¬ 
joy  their  own  opinion,  without  being  at  any 
furtlier  trouble  to  beget  conviction. 

1  remain  yours, 

DEVONIENSIS. 


FOR  TIf£  EXAMINER. 

Mr.  Ediior, 

This  city  abounds  in  improvements;  but  there* 
is  yet  room  to  progress.  We  have  schools  for 
mwjfic,  dancing,  fencing  and  drawing  ;  but  none 
for  teaching  how  to  walk.  1  would  wish,  then,  to 
see  masters,  professing  to  teach  this  manly  and 
accommodating  exercise.  I  am,  iiiyseil*,  a  little 
too  old  ta  instruct  in  the  praepea/  part,  but  may 
be  serviceable  in  giving  directions.  When  pro¬ 
fessors  commence  teaching  Jbis  science,  1  would 
advise  them  to  have  constructed  something  in- 
the  form  of  a  rope  walk ;  of  about  two  hundred 
paces  long.  The  pupils  should* be  first  taught  to 
pace  slowly,  with  their  hands  out  of  their 
pantaloons,  and  their  elbows  close  to  their  bo¬ 
dies.  The  scholars  to  be  divided  into  two  par- 
tk's,  and  to  begin,  from  each  end,  to  move  at  the* 
same  time.  In  marching  up  and  down,  they 
must  turn  all  they  meet,  to  the  right.  The  use 
of  this  mode  will  soon  be  explained. 

When  they  have  learned  to  march  thus  slow¬ 
ly,  paying  strict  regard  to  the  situation  of  their 
hands  and  elbows,  they  may  Ije  put  upon 
marching  faster,  but  not  until  they  are  complete 
masters -of  the  first  rule.  But  as  they  advance- 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  art,  should  the  walk  be. 
crowded,  the  scholars,  in  passing  each  otheri,. 
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tilUst  leani  to  edge  a  little,  as  it  is  called,  in  this  we  discovered  four  ships, in  chase,  one  on  each 
noble  science.  That  is,  as  most  men  are  wider  quarter,  and  two  astern,  the  leading  ship  of  the 
than  they  are  deep^  the  pupils  should  be  taught  enemy,  a  razee— she  commenced  firing  upon  iis« 
to  p»it  one  arm  a  little  forward,  and  the  other  a  but  without  effect.  At  meridian,  the  wind  be- 
litlle  backward ;  and  thus  they  will  pass  each  came  light  and  baffling,  we  had  increase«l  oiir 
other,  without  coming  into  contact,  endangering  distance  from  the  razee,  but  the  next  ship 
the  bleeding  at  the  nose,  or  knocking  each  other  astern,  which  was  also  a  large  ship,  hail  gained 
down.  It  is  thus  that  in  the  busiest  parts  of  and  continued  to  gain  upon  us  consid^  rably  ;  we 
London,  crowds  pass  each  other,  without  the  immediately  occupied  all  hands  to  lighten  '>hip, 
least  intcriaiption,  or  annoyance.  Suffering,  by  starting  water,  cutting  away  the  anchors, 
taught  me  to  wish  the  establishment  of  walking  throwing  overboard  provisions,  cables,  spare 
academies.  spars,  boats,  and  every  article  that  could  be 

I  went  out  on  the  evening  of  the  grand  ilhi-  got  al,  keeping  the  sails  wet  from  the  royals 
mination,  and  took  w  ith  me  a  stick,  as  a  part  of  down.  At  3,  we  had  the  wind  quite  light ;  the 
iny  support,  though  I  am  pretty  large  and  strong,  enemy  who  had  now  been  joined  by  a  brig,  had 
But  alas!  I  and  my  aid  were  insnfticient  to  guard  a  strong  breeze  and  were  coming  up  with  us 
me,  against  the  pushings  and  elboivings  I  hail  to  rapidly.  The  Eiulymiou  Amounting  50  guns,  24 
encannter.  VVhilst  I  put  up  iny  hand  in  order  to  pounders  on  the  main  deck)  had  now  approach* 
save  my  face  from  injury,  I  found  that  I  wanted  cd  us  within  gun  shot,  and  had  commences!  a 
it  to  guard  some  other  part.  In  short,  I  was  so  fire  with  her  bow  gnus,  which  we  returned  from 
pushed  from  side  to  side,  that  I  found  I  was  our  stern.  At  6  o’clock,  she  had  obtained  a 
growing  angry,  and  therefore  quitted  the  crowd,  position  on  our  stailniard  quarter,  within  half, 
without  seeing  one  half  of  the  shew.  Ou  siieh  a  point  blank  shot,  on  which  neither  our  stern  nor 
public  and  joyful  night  as  tlie  inemorahic  Mon-  quarter  guns  would  bear;  we  were  now  steer- 
day,  allowances  might  be  made ;  and  w*‘  might  be  injr  f],  hy  X.  the  wind  X.  W.  I  remained  with 
reconciled,  by  calling  it  a  season  of  liha  t^  and  htT  in-this  position  for  half  an  hour,  in  the  hope 
equality.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  every  day  that  she  would  close  with  us  on  our  broadside, 
you  meet  in  the  streets  a  conduct  too  much  like  jn  which  case  I  had  prepared  my  crew  to  board, 
it,  in  liotli  gentlemen  and  ladies.  The  p  ntlemen  hut  from  his  continuing  to  yaw  bis  ship  to  main* 
will  almost  run  you  down,  and  the  ladies,  whose  tain  hi.s  position,  it  became  evident  that  to 
•yes  are  in  the  difft-rent  alluring  stores,  walk  on,  close  was  not  his  intention.  Every  fire  now  cut 
and  come  full  but  against  yon.  some  of  our  sails  or  rigging.  To  have  coiitinii- 

I  tlicrefore  h  ipe  and  trust,  that  in  the  ensuing  pj  our  course  under  these  clrcurastauces,  would 
fuminer,  we  shall  see  established,  in  New- York,  t^^ve  been  placing  it  in  his  power  to  cripple  us, 
schools,  for  teaching  how  to  walk  with  ^ruce,  without  being  subject  to  injury  himself,  and  to' 
ami  the  observance  ol  rules  necessary,  for  our  have  hauled  up  more  to  the  northwaid  to  bring 


viewing  with  safety  and  pleasure,  the  city.  our  stern  guns  to  bear,  would  have  exp  >sed  ua 
I  am*  sir,  yours,  lo  his  raking  fire.  It  was  now  dusk,  when  1  de- 

A  PEDESTRIAN.  teiininrd  to  alter  my  course  south,  for. the  pur- 

pose  of  bringing  the  enemy  abeam,  and  although 
a  Utter  from  Commodore  Decatur  fo  the  their  ships  astern  wrere  drawing  up  fast,  1  felt 


secretary  of  the  navy^  dated 
H.  B.  M.  Ship  Endymion,  at  sea, 
January  lb,  181.'). 


satisfied  I  should  be  enabled  to  throw  him  out  of' 
tlie  combat  before  they  could  come  np,  and  was 
not  without  hopes,  if  the  night  proved  dtt:  k  (of 


Sir — The  painful  duty  of  detailing  to  you  the  which  there  was  every  appearance)  that  I 
particular  causes  which  preceded  and  led  to  the  niight  still  be  enabled  to  effect  my  escape.  Our 
capture  of  the  late  L^nlted  States’  frigate  Presi-  opponent  kept  off  at  the  same  instant  w'e  did, 
dent,  by  a  squadron  of  H.  B.  M.  ships,  (a.s  per  <^ud  our  fire  commenced  at  the  same  time.  VVe 
margin,)  has  devolved  upon  me.  In  my  com-  continued  engaged,  steering  south  witn  steering 
miinicatiou  of  the  11th,  I  made  known  to  yon  ^ails  set,  two  hours  and  a  halt,  when  we  coni- 
my  intention  of  proceeding  to  sea  on  that  eve-  nletely  succeeded  in  dismantling  her  Previ» 
niiig.  Owing  to  some  mistake  of  the  pilots,  onsly  to  her  dropping  entirely  out  ol  the  acrioH, 
the  ship  in  going  out  grounded  on  the  bar,  where  there  were  intervals  of  minutes,  when  the  shipn 
^he  Contiuiicd  to  strike  heavily  for  an  hour  and  'vere  broadside  and  broafi>ide,  in  wdiich  she  did 
a  half;  although  she  had  broken  several  of  her  imt  fire  a  gun.  At  this  peiiod  (ndf  past  8 
rudder  braces,  and  had  received  such  other  ma-  o’cLwk  although  dark,  the  ships  of  the  squadron 
terial  injury  as  to  render  her  return  into  port  were  In  sight,  and  almost  within  gun  shot.  VVe 


renal  injury  as  to  render  her  return  into  port  were  In  sight,  and  annost  wiinin  guii  snoi. 
desirable,  I  w’as  unable  to  do  so  from  the  strong  were  of  eourse  compelled  to  abafulon  /:er 
westerly  wind  which  was  then  blowing.  It  be-  resuming  our  former  coui*se  for  the  purpose  ot 


hig  now  high  water,  it  became  necessary  to  avoiding  the  stpiadron,  we  were  couij'elled  to 
force  her  over  the  bar  before  the  tide  fell,  in  present  our  stern  to  our  antagonist — but  .such 
this  we  succeeded  by  10  o’clock,  when  wo  slia  w*as  his  state,  though  we  were  thus  expo.'r'd  aod 
pH  our  course  along  the  shore  of  liong  Island  Iwithin  range  of  bis  guns  lor  h  dl  an  liour,  that 
for  ,^0  miles,  and  then  steered  S.  E.  by  E.  At  liie  did  not  avail  fumseil  of  this  favourijv* 'j  op- 
5  o’clock,  three  ships  w'ere  discovered  ahead;  inortnnity  of  raking  us.  We  continueti  this 
immediately  hauled  up  the  ship  and  passed ' eourse  until  11  o’clock,  whi-it  two  lu'r'h  ships  of 
2  miles  to  the  northward  of  them*  At  day  light,  the  enemp  (the  Pottieua  aud  Teoudosy  had 
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Up.  The  Pomona  had  opeiif'd  her  fire  on  the 
hirboard  bow,  within  musket  shot ;  the  other 
about  two  cables’  length  astern,  taking  a  raking 
position  on  onr  quarter  ;  and  tlie  rest  (with  the 
exception  ot*  the  Endymion)  within  gun  shot. 
Thus  situated,  with  about  one  fifth  of  iiiy  crew 
killed  and  w  ounded,  my  ship  crippled,  and  more 
than  fourfold  force  opposed  to  me,  without  a 
chance  of  escape  left,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
surrender. 

It  is  with  emotions  of  pride  I  bear  testimony 
to  the  gallantry  and  steadiness  of  every  ofiicer 
and  man  1  had  the  honour  to  command  on  this 
occasion,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  fact  of 
their  having  beaten  a  force  equal  to  themselves, 
in  the  presence  and  almost  un4ler  the  gujis  of  so 
vastly  a  superior  foice,  when,  too,  it  was  almost 
self-evident,  that  whatever  their  exertions  might 
be,  they  must  ultimately  l>e  captured,  will  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  wliat  they  would  have  per¬ 
formed,  had  the  force  opposed  to  them  been  in 
any  degree  equal. 

ft  is  with  extreme  pain  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  Lieutenants  Babbitt,  Hamilton  and  How¬ 
ell  fell  in  Hie  action.  They  have  left  no  officers 
of  superior  merit  behind  them. 

If,  sir,  the  issue  of  this  affair  had  been  fortu¬ 
nate,  f  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  re¬ 
commended  to  your  attention  Lieutenants  Shu- 
brick  and  Gallagher.  They  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  day  the  reputation  they  had  acquired  in 
former  actions. 

Lieutenant  Twiggs,  of  the  marines,  displayed 
great  zeal,  his  men  were  well  supplied,  and  their 
fire  incomparable,  so  long  as  the  enemy  conti¬ 
nued  within  musket  range. 

Midshipman  Randolph,  w'ho  had  charge  of  the 
forecastle  division,  managed  it  to  my  entire  sa¬ 
tisfaction. 

From  Mr.  Robinson,  who  was  serving  as  a  vo¬ 
lunteer,  f  received  essential  aid,  particularly  af¬ 
ter  I  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  the  master, 
an  •  the  s-were  loss  I  had  sustained  in  my  officers 
on  the  quarter  deck. 

i>f  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  I  am  una¬ 
ble  at  present  to  give  you  a  correct  statement ; 
the  attention  of  the  surgeon  being  so  entirely 
occupied  with  the  wounded,  that  he  was  unable 
to  make  out  a  correct  return  when  f  left  the 
President,  nor  shall  I  be  able  to  make  it  until 
our  arrival  in  poi  t,  we  having  parted  company 
with  the  squadion  yesieiMay.  The  enclosed 
list,  with  the  exception  I  fear  of  its  being  short 
of  the  n?imber,  will  be  fouml  correct. 

For  24  hours  after  the  action  it  was  nearly 
calm,  and  the  squadron  were  occupied  in  repair¬ 
ing  the  crippled  ships.  Such  of  the  crew  of  the 
President  as  were  not  badly  wounded,  were 
put  on  board  the  different  ships  ;  mys^^lf  and  a 
part  of  my  crew  were  put  on  board  tliis  ship. 
Gn  the  17th  we  had  a  gale  from  the  eastward, 
when  this  ship  lost  her  bowsprit,  fore  and  main 
masts  and  mizeu  top  mast,  ail  of  which  were 
badly  wounded,  and  was  in  consequence  of  her 
disabled  condition,  obliged  to  throw  overboard 
all  of  her  upper  deck  guns;  her  less  in  killed 
and  woandod  must  have  been  very  great.  I 


have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  extent.  Tci»« 
were  buried  after  1  came  on -board,  (30  hours 
after  the  action) ;  the  badly  wounded,  such  a« 
are  obliged  to  keep  their  cots,  occupy  the  star¬ 
board  side  of  the  gundeck  from  the  cabin  bulk 
head  to  tlie  main  mast.  From  the  crippled 
state  of  the  President’s  spars,  I  feel  satisfied  she 
could'  not  have  saved  her  masts,  and  I  feel  seri¬ 
ous  apprehensions  lor  the  safety  of  our  wounded' 
left  on  lx)ard. 

It  is  due  to  Captain  Hope  to  state,  that  every 
attention  has  been  pahl  by  him  to  myself  and- 
officers,  that  have  been  placed  on  hoard  his 
ship,  that  delicacy  and  humanity  could  dictate. 

-  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

To  the  Hon,  Benjamin  IV.  Crorvnin- 

shield,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

British  squadron  rf erred  to  in  the  letter. 
Majestic,  razee 
Endymion, 

Pomone, 

Tenedos, 

Despatch,  brig 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  frigate  President. 

KILLED, 

Lieutenants  F\  H.  Babbit,  A.  Hamilton,  E. 
F.  Howell ;  Henry  Hill,  Sami.  Gaines,  Sami,  de 
Coster,  Henry  liamphiere,  Michael  Barton,  John 
Weary,  John  Briggs,  Charles  Conway,  William 
Smith  3d,  Win.  Keeler,  James  Chapman,  Geo. 
W.  Swift,  Francis  Deo,  Edward  James,  A.  Peas- 
ley,  Wm.  Barrett,  Charles  Pratt,  Thomas  Kel¬ 
ley,  A.  Sesrom,  Wm.  Moore,  Aaron  Lynn. 

W0U5DED, 

Sailing  Master  Rogers,  Mr.  Robinson,  Mid¬ 
shipmen  Dale  and  Brewster,  master’s  mate 
Parker,  Joseph  Fitch,  John  Godfrey,  James 
Nickerson,  Wm.  Nisbet,  John  Butler,  Win.  Ro¬ 
gers,  Alex.  Gordon,  John  Linscot,  David  Jacob, 
James  Hill,  John  Regan,  John  Melville,  Sami. 
Turner,  IJiomas  Gore,  D.  LamphiiMc,  .Michael 
Madder,  Ralph  Ashwood,  Thomas  Davis,  John 
Moran,  James  C.  Nicholson,  Samuel  Davis, 
Hans.  Harvey,  Alex.  Murray,  Stephen  Ham¬ 
mond,  Wm.  Hill,  Win.  F'dgell,  James  Mat¬ 
thews,  Stewart  Griffin,  John  Peterson,  John 
Haynes,  Nath.  Dutton,  John  Meigs,  Nath.  Blif- 
lins.  Win.  Keys,  Adam  fly  h  r,  Francis  Joseph, 
George  Coleman,  Rhomanty  Rhodes,  Williaui 
Smyth,  Jacob  Darling,  John  Gore,  James  An¬ 
derson,  Win.  Davidson,  Joseph  Tuck,  Jobs 
Ryan,  Wm.  Wriliains,  Thomas  Coleman. 


From  tiu  National  InldUgcncer  of  March 

WAR  WITH  ALGIERS. 

The  house  of  representatives  having 
yesterday  removed  the  injunction  of  secre¬ 
cy  from  the  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  conclave,  it  appears  that  a 
of  which  the  follow  ing  is  a  copy,  has  pas¬ 
sed  both  houses  of  congress,  and  now  awaits 
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the  signature  of  the  president,  which  it  will, 
doubtless  receive.  The  message  of  the 
president  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  shall 
be  published  as  soon  as  we  can  lay  our 
hands  on  them  The  measure  embraced  in 
the  following  act  is  one  which  has  been  an¬ 
ticipated  by  every  reader,  conversant  with 
the  history  of  our  relations  with  Algiers, 
from  the  moment  peace  w.as  proclaimed ; 
and,  we  feel  assured,  will  receive  the  almost 
unanimous  ai)probatiou  of  the  nation. 

AN  ACT. 

For  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the 

United  States  against  the  Algerine  cruis¬ 
ers. 

WfiKRKAS,  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  on  the 
Coast  of  BHrI)ary,^  has  commenced  a  preda¬ 
tory  warfare  against  the  United  States — 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amcru 
ca  in  comrress  euisembled^  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  fully  to  equip,  officer,  man  and  em¬ 
ploy  such  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
e<l  States  as  may  be  judged  requisite  by  the 
President  of  the  Unite<l  States  for  protect¬ 
ing  effectually  the  commerce  and  seamen 
thereof  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  Medi- 
terreaiiean  and  adjoining  seas. 

Sec.  2  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it 
«hall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  instruct  the  commanders 
of  the  respective  public  vessels  aforesaid,  to 
subdue,  seize,  and  make  prize  of  all  ves¬ 
sels,  goods  and  effects  of  or  belongins:  to  tlie 
Hey  of  Algiers,  or  to  his  subjects,  and  to 
bring  or  send  the  same  into  port,  to  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  against  and  distributed  according  to 
hnv ;  and,  also,  to  cause  to  be  done  all  such 
other  acts  of  precaution  or  hostility,  as  the 
Btcite  of  war  will  justify,  and  may  in  his 
opinion  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That 
on  the  application  of  the  owners  of  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  Uniletl  States,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  grant 
them  special  commissions  in  the  form 
^hich  he  shall  direct  under  the  seal  of 
the  United  States,  and  such  private  arm¬ 
ed  vessels,  when  so  commissioned,  shall 
have  the  like  authority  for  subduing,  seiz¬ 
ing,  taking  and  bringing  into  port  any  Al¬ 
gerine  vessel,  goods  or  effects,  as  the  he- 
forementioned  public  armed  vessel  may  by 
law  have ;  and  shall  therein  be  subject  to 
the  instructions  which  may  be  given  by 
tlie  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
regulatioB  of  their  eondact ;  and  tboir  aom- 


missions  shall  be  revocable  at  bis  pleasure. 
Provided^  That  before  any  commission  shill 
be  granted  as  aforesaid,  the  owner  or  own¬ 
ers  of  the  vessel  for  which  the  same  may  be 
requested,  and  the  commander  thereof  for 
the  time  being,  shall  give  bond  to  the 
United  States,  with  at  least  two  responsi¬ 
ble  sureties,  not  interested  in  sucli  vessels, 
in  the  j)enHl  suin  of  seven  thousand  dollars 
or  if  such  vessel  be  provided  with  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  the  pe¬ 
nal  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  with 
condition  for  observing  the  treaties  and 
law^s  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  in-* 
sf ructions  w  hich  may  be  given  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  also  for  satisfying  all  damages  and 
injuries  which  shall  be  done  contrary  to 
the  tenor  thereof,  by  such  commissioned 
vessel,  and  for  delivering  up  the  commission 
when  revoked  by  the  President  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That 
any  Algerine  vessel,  goods  or  effects,  w  hich 
may  be  so  captured  and  brought  into  port, 
by  any  private  armed  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  duly  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  may 
be  adjudged  good  prize,  and  thereupon 
shall  accrue  to  the  owners,  and  officers, 
and  men  of  the  cajduring  vessel,  and  shall 
be  distributed  according  to  the  agreement 
which  shall  have  been  made  between  them, 
or,  in  failure  of  such  agreement,  acconlinj 
to  the  discretion  of  the  courts  having  cog* 
nizance  of  tlie  capture. 

CONGRESS. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday^  Fehrvary  23. 

The  followiiii:  confidential  messas^e  was  rer 
ceived  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

Congress  ^ill  have  seen,  by  the  communica¬ 
tion  from  the  consul  genei-al  of  the  United 
States  at  Algiers,  laid  before  them  on  the  1 7th 
of  Nov^  mbei\  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the 
dey  against  that  functionary.  These  have 
been  followed  by  acts  of  more  overt  n*.  direct 
warfare  against  the  citizens  ol  the  United  States 
trading  in  the  Mediterranean,  some  of  whom  are 
still  detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding  fhe 
attempts  which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them, 
and  are  treated  with  the  rigour  usual  on  the 
coast  of  Barbaiy. 

The  consulei’ations  which  rendered  it  unneces¬ 
sary  and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  ope¬ 
rations  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  being 
now  terminated  by  the  peace  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  which  opens  the  prospect  of  an  active  and 
valuable  trade  of  their  citizens  within  the  range 
of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I  recemmeiid  to  coir- 
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gress  the  e^pedirncj  of  an  act,  declaring  the  i 
exist  ence  of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  I 
States  and  the  Dey  of  Algiers  ;  and  of  such ! 
provisions  as  may  be  requisite  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  it  to  a  successful  issue. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington,  Feb,  23,  1815. 

The  message  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  fpi'eign  relations, 

Fro?n  ilu  National  Intelligencer. 

THE  ALGERINE  WAR. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  our  readers 
may  not  bear  in  mind  the  facts  on  n  hich  the 
recent  declaration  of  ^Yar  against  Algiers 
is  predicated.  We  have  therefore  obtained 
for  their  information  the  report  made  on  the 
subject  by  Mr.  Gaston  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  bill  was  recommitted  in  secret  sit¬ 
ting.  The  documents  accompanying  the  re¬ 
port,  which  are  too  long,  and  perhaps  not 
proper,  for  present  publication,  are  so  con¬ 
clusive  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of 
any  one  w  ho  hears  or  reads  them,  of  the  im¬ 
possibility  of  re-est  i’dishing  peace  with  the 
Dey  of  Algiers,  unless  by  coersion,  except 
under  the  most  base  and  humilbding  condi¬ 
tions.  Our  readers  may  judge  of  the  inve¬ 
terate  hostility  of  that  barbarian  tyrant  to¬ 
wards  118,  growing  merely  out  oft  he  most  sor¬ 
did.  cupidity  and  natural  ferocity  and  cruel 
ty  of  temper,  by  two  of  three  facts,  collectefl 
from  a  momentary  glance  at  the  docum^'nts 
acompanying  the  report  of  the  committee. 

A  jierson  was  entrusteii,  as  from  the  Ame¬ 
rican  merchants  in  Spain,  with  the  task  of 
endeavouring  to  procure  the  lilieration  of  the 
eleven  or  twelve  of  our  citizens  captive  in 
Algiers,  for  w  horn  he  was  authorized  to  give 
a  ransom  not  exceeding  3,000  dollars  per 
man.  To  every  attempt  of  this  kind,  the 
.Dey  replied  “  that  not  for  ttvo  millions  of 
dollars  would  he  sell  iiis  American 

SLAVES  !” 

In  reply  to  an  application,  in  the  most  con¬ 
fident  manner,  to  one  of  the  dey’s  ministers, 
fo  know  the  terms  which  the  dey  expects 
fo  extort  from  the  United  States  (by  keeping 
our  citizens  slaves)  in  the  event  of  a  treaty 
with  them,  it  appears,  that  “  it  w  as  a  settled 
point  with  the  dey,  from  which  he  could  by 
no  means  swerve,  that,  in  the  first  place,  for 
the  privilege  of  passing  the  Streights  of  Gib^ 
roller,,  two  millions  of  dollars  wendd  he  requir- 
ed  of  the  Am-  riean  government,  and  that  then 
the  stipulations  of  the  late  treaty  might  be 
Renewed,  (the  old  tributary  treaty)  after  pay¬ 
ing  up  all  arrears  ©f  tribute,”  Ac.  Ac. 


THE  REPORT. 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  bill  “  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Algerine  endkers,” 
with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report  in  detail 
the  facts  upon  which  the  measures  contemplated 
by  the  bill  is  predicated,  report , 

That  in  the  month  of  July,  181 2,  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  taking  offence,  or  pretending  to  take  of¬ 
fence,  at  the  quality  and  quantity  of  a  shipment 
of  military  stores  made  by  the  United  States  in 
pursance  of  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  1795, 
and  refusing  to  receive  the  stores,  extorted  from 
the  American  consul  general  at  Algiers,  by 
threats  of  personal  imprisonment,  and  of  redu¬ 
cing  t(»  slavery  all  Americans  in  his  power,  a  sum 
of  money  claimed  as  the  arrearages  of  treaty 
stipulations,  and  denied  by  the  United  States 
to  be  due ;  and  then  compelled  the  consul  and  all 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  at  Algiers,  abrupt¬ 
ly  to  quit  his  dominions. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee,  that  on 
the  25th  of  August  following,  the  American 
brig  Edwin  of  Salem,  owned  by  Nathaniel  Sils- 
bee  of  that  place,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Malta 
to  Gibraltar,  was  taken  by  an  Algerine  corsair, 
and  carried  into  Algiers  as  a  prize.  The  com¬ 
mander  of  that  brig.  Captain  George  Campbell 
Smith,  and  the  crew,  ten  in  number,  have  ever 
since  been  detained  in  captivity,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  of  them,  whose  release  has 
been  effected  under  circumstances  not  indica¬ 
ting  any  change  of  hostile  temp<T  on  the  part  of 
the  dey  It  also  appears,  that  a  vessel,  sailing 
under  the  Spanish  fi  ig.  has  hei  n  condemned  in 
Algiers  as  laying  a  false  claim  to  that  fiag,  and 
concealing  her  true  American  character.  In 
this  vessel  was  taken  a  Mr.  Pollard,  who  claims 
to  be  an  American  citizen,  and  is  believed  to  be 
of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  who,  as  an  American 
citizen,  is  kept  in  captivity.  The  government, 
justly  solicitous  to  relieve  these  unfortunate  cap¬ 
tives,  caused  an  agent,  (whose  connexion  with 
the  government  was  not  disclosed)  to  be  sent  to 
Algiers,  w’itli  the  means  and  with  instructions  to 
effect  their  ransom,  ifit  could  be  done  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  3,000  dollai*s  per  man.  The  ellort 
did  not  succeed,  because  of  the  dey's  avowed 
policy  to  increase  the  number  of  his  American 
slaves,  in  order  to  be  able  to  compel  a  renewal 
of  his  treaty  with  the  United  States  suited  to 
his  rapacity.  Captain  Smith,  31r.  Pollard,  and 
the  master  of  the  Kdw'in,  are  not  confined,  nor 
kept  at  hard  labour  ;  but  the  rest  of  the  captives 
are  subjected  to  the  well-known  horrors  of  Al¬ 
gerine  slavery.  The  committee  have  not  been 
apprized  of  any  other  specific  outrages  upon  the 
persons  or  property  of  American  citizens  besides 
those  stated  ;  and  they  apprehend  that  the  few¬ 
ness  these  is  attributable  to  the  want  of  op¬ 
portunity  and  not  of  inclination  in  the  dey,  to 
prey  upon  our  commerce,  and  to  enslave  our  ci¬ 
tizens.  The  WRr  with  Britain  has  hitherto  shut 
the  Mediterranean  against  American  vessels, 
which,  it  may  be  presumed,  will  now  shortly 
venture  upon  it. 

The  committee  are-  all  of  opinion,  upon  the 
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«Vid6Dce  which  has  been  laid  before  them,  that 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  considers  his  treaty  with  the 
•U.  States  as  at  an  enii,  and  is  waging  war  against 
them.  The  evidence  upon  which  this  opinion 
is  l(>unded,  and  from  which  are  extracted  the 
facts  above  stated,  accompanies  this  report,  and 
with  it  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Bv  THE  President  of  the  United  Statiis 
OP  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

The  senate  and  liouse  of  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  United  States  have,  by  a  joint 
resolution  signiiied  their  desire,  that  a  day 
may  he  recommended,  to  be  observed  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States  with  religious 
solemnity,  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  of 
devout  acknowledgments  to  Almighty  God, 
for  his  great  goodnes,  manifested  in  restor¬ 
ing  to  them  the  blessings  of  peace.’ 

No  peopleought  to  feel  greater  obligations 
to  celebrate  the  goodness  of  the  Great  Dis 
poser  of  events  and  of  the  destiny  of  nations, 
than  the  people  of  the  United  States,  His 
kind  Providence  originally  conducted  them 
to  one  of  the  best  portions  of  the  dwelling 
place  allowed  for  the  great  family  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race.  He  protected  and  cherished 
them,  under  all  the  difficulties  and  trials  to 
wliich  they  were  exposed  in  their  early 
days.  Under  his  fostering  care,  their  ha- 
hits,  their  sentiments,  and  their  pursuits, 
prepared  them  for  a  transition  in  due  time 
for  a  state  of  independence  and  of  self 
government.  In  the  arduous  struggle  by 
whicli  it  was  attaineil,  they  were  distin¬ 
guished  by  multiplied  tokens  of  his  benign 
interposition.  During  the  interval  which 
succeeded,  he  reared  them  into  the  strength 
and  endowed  them  with  the  resources, 
vshich  have  enabled  them  to  assert  their 
national  rights,  and  to  enhance  their  nation¬ 
al  character,  in  arjother  arduous  conflict, 
which  is  now  happily  terminated,  by  a  peace 
and  reconciliation  with  those  who  have  been 
our  enemies.  And  to  the  same  Divine  Au¬ 
thor  of  every  goofl  and  perfect  gift,  we  are 
indebteil  for  all  those  privileges  and  advan- 
tax  *s,  religous  as  well  as  civil,  which  are  so 
richiv  enjoyed  in  this  favoured  land. 

It  is  for  blessings,  such  as  these,  and  more 
es!>f»ci ally  for  the  restoration  of  the  blessing 
of  pc>ce,  that  I  now  recommend  that  the  se¬ 
cond  Thursday  in  April  next,  he  set  apart, 
as  a  day  on  which  the  people  of  every  reli¬ 
gious  denomination,  may,  in  their  solemn 
assemblies,  unite  their  hearts  and  their 
Voices,  In  a  free-will  offering  to  their  Hea- 
venlv  Benefactor,  of  their  homage  of  thanks* 
giving,  and  •f  their  songs  ^  praise. 


Given  at  the  City  of  Waahingtotic* 
the  fourth  d  'y  of  March,  In  the 
yea»*  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fibeen,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United 
Stales  the  thirty  ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

IMPORTANT  REPORT 
FROM  THE  TREASUHY  DEP.mTMENT. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  committee  qf  ways  and  means. 

Treasury  Department,  Feb.  20,  1815. 

Sir — 1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  V5th  Instant, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  termination  of  the 
war,  requests,  in  Ix^half  of  the  couiiBittee  of 
ways  and  means,  “  a  view  of  the  prebable  re¬ 
ceipts  from  imports  and  tonnage,  during  tlie 
year  181.^,  and  any  other  information  that  may 
enable  the  committee  to  decide  on  the  measures 
necessary  to  meet  the  unexpected  and  tbrtunate 
change,  which  peace  must  produce,  in  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  United  States,”  It  has  hitherto 
been  my  arduous  and  painful  employment,  to 
suggest  to ‘your  consideration,  measures  for  re¬ 
lieving  the  embarrassme-nts  of  the  treasury,  with 
a  view  to  the  expenditures  of  a  protracted  war. 
And  you  will  readily  believe,  that,  on  every  ac¬ 
count,  personal,  as  well  as  public,  I  join  you 
must  sincerely,  in  rejoicing  at  an  event,  which 
brings  with  it  an  immediate  alleviation  of  the 
pressure  upon  this  department,  as  well  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  assurance  of  national  honour  and  prosper- 
ity. 

The  olijeets  which  claimed  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  in  my  former  communicatioUvS, 
were,  1st,  the  state  of  the  pnblic  credit;  2d, 
the  state  of  the  circiilatiug  medium ;  and,  3d, 
the  ways  and  means  to  detiay  the  various  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  government. 

I.  The  public  credit  was  depressed  during 
the  war,  owing  to  several  causes,  that  mnst  now 
cease  to  operate.  All  the  circiiinstaoces,  inter¬ 
nal  and  external,  which  were  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  doubt  as  to  the  duration,  or  to  the  issue  of 
the  contest,  in  the  minds  of  the  cautious  and 
the  timid,  have  passed  away ;  and,  in  their 
place,  the  proofs  of  confideiice  begin  already  to 
appear,  with  practical  advantage.  While  it  was 
doubtful  to  what  exteut  the  public  exigenciei 
would  require  the  aid  of  loans,  those  persons 
who  retained  the  means  of  lending,  either  fear¬ 
ed,  or  affected  to  fear,  the  eventual  security  of 
the  government ;  awl  even  the  exemplary  dis¬ 
play  of  the  national  resources,  which  has  been 
ina<te  during  the  present  session  ol  empress,  tor 
tlie  benefit  of  the  public  creditors,  was  curtail¬ 
ed  of  its  natural  effect,  in  the  resuscitation  of 
public  credit,  by  the  countervailing  influence  of 
causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  specify.  But 
when  the  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt  in¬ 
curred  during  th*^  war,  is  fixed  and  ascertained ; 
when  it  is  known,  that  ampk  pro? isina  is  BHidt 
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for  the  'punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
for  the  gradual  exstingiiishment  of  the  principal 
of  the  debt;  and  when,  above  all,  it  is  seen, 
that  congress  is  inflexible  in  its  adherence  to 
the  laith  and  policy  of  the  legislative  pledges; 
the  public  credit  of  the  United  States  will  stand 
upon  a  basis  the  most  durable  and  the  most  ho^ 
nonrable. 

2.  The  difficulties  of  the  national  circulating 
inedinm  reiijain,  however,  to  be  encountered, 
under  circumstances  which  the  government  can¬ 
not  contronl.  The  effects  of  the  peace  will  cer¬ 
tainly  restore  a  metallic  medium ;  but  until 
that  result  l>e  pnHliiced,  the  only  resource  for  all 
th-'  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  treasury,  as 
well  as  of  individuals,  will  be  the  issues  of  trea¬ 
sury  notes,  and  the  notes  of  the  state  banks.  If, 
indeed,  the  state  banks  w'ere  soon  to  resume 
their  f>ayments  in  specie ;  or  if  they  were  again 
to  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the  notes  of 
eacli  other,  throughout  the  United  States ;  and  if 
they  were,  moreover,  able  and  willing  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  fiscal  views  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  (which  I  do  not  permit  myself  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  to  doubt.)  a  total  dependence  upon  those 
institutions,  ho»vever  imfK)1itic  in  the  abstract, 
would  be  practically  safe  and  beneficial.  But 
if,  on  the  other  hind,  the  notes  of  the  state 
banks  shall  continue  limited,  in  circulation  and  j 
use.  to  the  city,  the  town,  or  the  state,  in  which 
they  are  issued,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  they 
cannot  answer  the  purposes  of  a  national  me¬ 
dium  ;  and  that  the  receipt  of  such  notes,  in 
payment  for  duties  of  import  or  internal  duties, 
will  convert  the  public  revenue,  which  is  destin¬ 
ed  for  general  uses  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home, 
into  a  local  fund  that  may  not  be  wanted  where 
it  pxi'^ts,  and  cannot  be  applied  where  it  is  want¬ 
ed.  It  is,  nevertheless,  in  the  power  of  congress 
to  obviate,  in  a  considerable  degree,  this  diffi¬ 
culty,  by  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  reasona¬ 
ble  rate  of  exchange,  upon  the  transfer  of  its 
revenue,  from  the  places  of collection  and  depo¬ 
sit,  to  the  places  of  demand  and  employment; 
and  I  respe<‘tfnlly  recommend  the  expedient  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

i  iie  alternatives  or  concurrent  resource  of 
tn  asiiry  notes,  for  a  national  circulating  me¬ 
dium,  has,  on  other  occasions,  been  considered. 
The  security  of  the  government  must  always, 
upon  every  reasonable  and  candid  estimate,  be 
deemed  superior  to  the  security  of  any  private 
cort>oratioii ;  and  so  far  as  treasury  notes  bear 
an  interest,  and  are  receivable  in  the  payment 
of  duties  and  taxes,  they  are  eviilently  more  va¬ 
luable  than  bank  notes,  which  do  not  possess 
those  characteristics.  But  (he  machinery  of 
a  bank  is  calculated  to  give  an  impulse  and  di 
rection  to  its  issues  of  paper,  which  cannot  be 
imparted  by  the  forms  of  the  treasury,  or  any 
merely  official  institution,  to  the  paper  of  the 
government.  In  the  operations  of  a  bank,  too, 
the  facilities  of  bank  credits  supply  the  place, 
in  a  very  important  degree,  of  the  issues  of 
potes;  so  that  a  bank  loan  of  thirty  millions  of 
dollars,  for  iostance,  wcqld  probjibly  require  no 


greater  issue,  than  six  million  of  dollars  in  notes. 
On  the  contrary,  the  whole  amount  of  whatever 
sum  is  to  be  raised  by  an  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
must  be  actually  sent,  in  the  form  of  trea'*ury 
no'es,  into  the  market,  through  the  various 
channels  of  credit  or  demand.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  admitted,  that  an  issue  of  treasury  notes 
not  greatly  exceeding,  in  amount,  the  demand 
created  for  them  by  the  duties  and  taxes,  for 
which  they  arc  receivable,  can  be  annually  sus¬ 
tained,  but  if  the  amount  exceeds,  or  even 
equals  the  amount  of  th’at  demand,  the  reve¬ 
nue  will  generally  be  absorbed  by  the  notes,  be¬ 
fore  it  reaehes  the  treasury  ;  the  holder  of  the 
treasury  notes  being  thus  paid,  in  preference, 
and  often  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  pub¬ 
lic  creditor;  and  the  other  branches  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  service  being  tlius  deprived  of  the  tontein- 
plaled  means  for  their  support. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  tlie  actual 
issue  of  treasury  notes  on  this  day,  (including 
those  due  and  unpaid,  those  which  are  daily  be¬ 
coming  due,  and  tiiose  which  have  been  ordered, 
blit  are  not  yet  signed)  amounts  to  the  simi 
of  $18,6.37,436  80  cents,  and  the  amount  will  be 
constantly  augmenting.  If,  therclore,  the  re¬ 
venue  for  the  year  1815,  enriched  by  tlie  duty 
on  imports,  and  by  the  other  lieU'  ficial  cllectsof 
the  peace,  should  amount  to  $20,000,000,  it  is 
still  evident  that  the  whole  of  the  revenue  might 
be  expended  in  tlie  single  purjiose  of  paying  the 
treasury  note  debt ;  leaving  every  other  object 
of  the  government  to  be  provided  for  by  loans, 
or  by  new  issues  of  treasury  notes. 

Having  suggested  the  iliftlcnlty  and  the  dan¬ 
ger,  I  cannot  presume  to  dwell  upon  any  expe¬ 
dient  for  relief,  which  congress  has  already  re¬ 
fused  to  adopt ;  but  I  take  the  liberty,  with  de¬ 
ference  and  respect,  to  renew  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  plan  that  was  submitted  to  your  con¬ 
sideration,  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  January  last, 
under  a  belief,  that,  considering  the  outstanding 
amount  of  treasury  notes,  any  new  issue  should 
he  made  to  rest  upon  a  basis,  that  will  enable 
the  government  to  employ  it,  both  as  a  circula¬ 
ting  mediijin,  and  as  the  means  of  raising  mo¬ 
ney,  in  aid  of  the  revenue.  How  far  a  power 
given  to  fund  the  treasury  notes,  upon  an  advan¬ 
ced  interest,  or  to  pass  them  in  payment  of  tax¬ 
es  and  duties  will  be  sufiicient  for  the  purposes 
contemplated,  without  providing  other  means  of 
payment  by  regular  installments,  1  must  submit 
to  the  judgment  of  the  committee. 

3.  The  ways  and  means  to  defray  the  various 
expenses  of  tlie  government,  for  1815,  will  con¬ 
sist  of  the  revenue  which  will  be  actually  receiv¬ 
ed  at  the  treasury  during  that  year.  It  is  not 
intended  on  the  one  hand,  to  take  into  view  the 
balances  due  upon  the  appropriations  of  prece¬ 
ding  years  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to  take  into 
view  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year,  but  which  Will  not  be  payable  until  the 
year  1816. 

The  direct  amelioration  of  the  resources  of  the 
country,  in  consequence  of  the  peace,  applies 
principally  to  the  item  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage.  The  effect,  howcTer,  mast  he 
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^onilned,  with  immaterial  exceptions,  for  181.') 
to  two  thirds,  or  the  eight  concluding  months, 
of  the  year.  The  West  India  trade  will  produce 
little,  and  the  European  trade  nothing,  by  way 
of  revenue,  before  the  1st  of  May  next.  Some 
outstanding  adventures  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  will  hardly  be  brought  home  upon  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  peace,  before  the  present  year  has 
expired.  Considering,  therefore,  that  a  credit 
of  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months  is  allowed  for 
the  duties  on  merchandise  imported  from  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  and  that  a  credit  of  three  and  six  months 
is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  merchandise  import¬ 
ed  from  the  West  Indies ;  it  is  evident  that 
whatever  may  bo  the  amount  accruing  on  mer¬ 
chandise  imported  from  Europe  for  the  year; 
1 81.'),  the  actual  receipts  at  the  treasury  cannot  be 
great ;  that  the  whole  of  the  duties  accruing  on 
merchandise  imported  from  the  West  Indies  be* 
fore  the  1st  July,  will  be  actually  received  at  the 
treasury  in  the  year  1815;  and  that  one  moiety 
of  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  merchandise  im¬ 
ported  from  the  West  Indies,  between  the  1st  of 
July  and  the  1st  of  October,  will,  also,  be  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  treasury  in  the  year  181.5. 

The  average  of  the  next  revenue  of  the  ciis- 
loms  which  accrued  for  the  three  years,  1800, 
1807,  and  1808,  was  more  than  14,(’(X), 000  of  dol¬ 
lars  for  each  year ;  and  a  similar  average  for  the 
three  succeeding  years,  1800,1810,  and  1811, 
was  about  9,000,000  of  dollars,  for  each  year. — 
But  the  fust  period  was  one  of  uncommon  com¬ 
mercial  prosperity,  when  the  U.  Slates  were  the 
only  neutral  nation,  and  cannot  be  taken  as  the 
basis  of  an  estimate  for  the  present  time,  when 
the  other  nations  of  the  world  are,  also,  at  p€.ace. 
The  second  [>eriod  w’as  embarrassed  by  commer- 
«‘ial  restrictions ;  but,  probably,  the  effect  of 
those  embarrassments  upon  the  revenue  were 
counterbalanced  by  the  advantages  of  our  neu¬ 
trality.  It  is  thought,  therefore,  upon  the  whole, 
that  in  a  state  of  general  peace,  the  customs 
operating  upon  the  single  duties,  would  not  have 
produced,  before  the  American  war,  more  than 
a  sum  l)ctween  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
annually.  But  the  comparatively  small  quanti¬ 
ties  of  Vorcigii  merchandise,  at  present  in  the 
American  market,  would,  probably,  give  rise  to 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  importations  during 
the  first  year  of  peace,  equal  at  least  to  tlie  sup¬ 
ply  of  two  years  ;  if  the  fact,  that  the  double  du¬ 
ties  are  limited  in  their  continuance  to  a  year 
after  the  termination  of  the  war,  did  not  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  check  upon  importations,  beyond  what 
may  be  requisite  for  the  consumption  of  the 
current  year.  These  counteracting  causes  may, 
therefore,  be  reasonably  supposed  to  neutralise 
the  force  of  each  other,  and  consequently,  to  re¬ 
fer  and  confine  any  estimate  of  the  double  du¬ 
ties  upon  merchandise,  imported  in  the  year 
1815,  to  the  amount  of  the  importations  for  the 
consumption  of  a  single  year. 

Under  these  views  it  is  estimated,  that  the 
produce  of  the  customs,  during  the  first  twelve 
luonths  of  peace,  will  amount,  with  double  du- 
to  a  sum  between  eighteen  and  twenty  mil¬ 


lions  of  dollars,  that  period,  ten  months 
occur  in  the  year  1815;  but  as  the  importations 
can  only  partially  commence,  for  the  space  of 
two  months,  and  cannot  reach  their  average  ex¬ 
tent  for  three  or  lour  months,  the  fair  proportion 
of  time,  to  form  the  ground  of  an  estimate  will 
bo  (as  already  suggested)  eight  months  of  the 
year  181.5.  IJpon  this  scale  of  computation 
the  product  of  tlie  customs,  which  will  accrue 
from  the  first  of  May  to  the  31st  of  December, 
181.5,  will,  probably  be  ^I3,.500,000 ;  but  there 
must  be  added  to  that  sum,  the  estimated 
amount  of  customs  accriring,  independent  of  the 
effects  pro<luced  by  the  peace,  from  the  1st  Ja¬ 
nuary,  to  the  1st  of  May,  to  wit,  $1,5<X),000; 
making  the  aggregate  of  the  revenue  of  the 
customs  in  the  year  181.5,  about  $l5,tK)0,000. 

It  remains,  however,  to  present  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  the  customs,  which  will  not 
only  accrue,  but  which  w  ill  be  actually  received 
at  the  treasury,  in  the  year  1815.  The  extent 
of  the  commerce,  which  is  expected  to  l>e  open¬ 
ed,  and  the  effect  of  the  credits  which  are  allow¬ 
ed  for  the  payment  of  duties,  for  the  year  1815, 
have  been  already  explained.  The  estimate^ 
therefore,  assumes  the  following  form  : 

1.  The  total  revenue  of  the  cus¬ 
toms  accruing  in  the  year  1815, 
being,  as  above  stated,  $1. 5,000, OOd 

It  is  estimated,  that  of  that  sum 
there  will  become  payable,  and 
will  actually  be  received  into 
the  treasury,  in  the  year  1815, 
in  the  manner  exhibited  in  the 
annexed  schedule  marked  A, 
about  3,500,00t 

2.  I’hat  on  account  of  custom¬ 
house  bonds  outstanding  at  the 
I  end  of  the  year  1814,  which,  in 
the  letter  from  tliis  dopartmnit, 
dated  the  17th  of  January,  181.5, 
was  reserved  to  meet  the  unsa- 
t  isfied  appropriati  ons  oft  hat  year 
there  will  be  received,  during 
the  year  1815,  near  3,00(),00t 


Making  the  total  amount  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
from  the  cuLtoms,  for  the  year 
1815,  $6,500,000 


Tlie  ways  and  means  of  the  treasury  for  1815, 
provided  and  payable  during  the  year,  may  now 
be  presented  in  a  view  essentially  different 
from  that  which  w’as  necessarily  taken  in  the 
letter  from  this  department,  dated  the  17th  of 
January  last,  while  contemplating  a  coutimiaoce 
of  the  war. 

1.  The  duties  on  imports  and  ton¬ 
nage  will,  probably,  produce  a 
sum,  inclusive  of  that  receivable 
for  duties  which  accrued  prior 

to  the  present  year,  of  about  $6,500,00# 

2.  The  direct  tax,  instead  of  a  sum 
of  2,000,000  of  dollars,  will  pro¬ 
bably  give  to  the  treasury,  in 
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the  year  1815,  id  eonsequence 
of  the  facilities  of  the  peace,  a 
sum  of  about .  2,500,000 

3.  The  internal,  duties,  old  and 
new,  and  postage,  instead  of  a 

sum  of  $7,050, 6(X),  will  proba-  ' 

bly  give  to  the  treasury,  in  the 

year  1815,  in  consequence  of 

the  facilities  of  the  peace,  a  sum 

of  about  8,000,000 

4.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands 
will,  probably,  produce  in  the 

year  1815,  1,000,000 

The  amount  of  incidental 
receipts,  from  roiscellan«^ous 
sources,  will,  probably,  be  about  200,000 

$18,200,000 

While  the  revenue  is  thus  materially'aiigment- 
«d,  the  charges  upon  the  treasury  will  be  con 
siderably  reduced.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
this  department,  at  the  present  time,  to  advert 
to  the  establishment  for  the  war  and  navy  de¬ 
partments.  but,  with  the  aid  of  the  public  credit, 
and  the  legislative  sanction  for  the  measures^ 
which  will  be  proposed,  it  is  believed  that  the' 
treasury  will  be  competent,  in  that  respect,  to. 
meet  the  most  libeial  views  of  the  government. ' 
Independent,  therefore,  of  the  estimates  of  the 
war  and  navy  departments,  the  charges  on  the 
treasury,  for  the  year  1815,  will  consist  of  the 
Ibl lowing  items  :  I 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expen- i 
ees,  as  stated  in  the  general  estimates  for  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen 

$1,979,289  39 

2.  The  public  debt  will  call  for 
a  sum  of  $14,723,808  58,  to  an¬ 
swer  the  following  claims  : 

For  interest  and  reimbursement 
of  the  funded  debt  created  before 
the  war,  (the  amount  of  principal 
unredeemed  on  the  31st  of  Dec. 

1814,  being  about  39,905,183  dol¬ 
lars,  60  cents)  3,452,775  46 

For  interest  of  the  funded  debt 
created  since  the  war,  (the  amount 
of  principal  on  December  31st, 

1814,  being  48, .580,812  26,  to 
which,  little  has  been  since  ad¬ 
ded),  about  3,000,000  00 

For  the  principal  and  interest  of 
treasury  notes  falling  due  in  1815, 
and  the  1st  of  January  1816,  inclu¬ 
ding  $620,000  of  notes  issued  un¬ 
der  the  act  of  Febniary  25th  1813, 
falling  due  within  this  period,  8,271,033  12 

$16,703,097  97 

It  Is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  pre¬ 
ceding  estimate  does  not  include  a  sum  of 
$2,799,200,  beins:  the  principal  of  the  treasury 
Dqtes,  which  became  due  in  1814,  and  remain 
unpaid  ;  because  the  unexecuted  authority  to 
raise  money  by  loan  for  that  year,  is  snflBcient 
to  cover  Uic  amount,  if  a  loan  can  now  he  de¬ 


tained,  independent  of  the  custom  bouse  debt, 
(3,000,000  of  dollars)  which  accrued  in  1814, 
but  is  payable  in  1815,  and  which  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  part  of  the  excess  of  $3,975,909  83, 
stated  in  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  January,  1815, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  specifically  transferred, 
in  the  present  estimates,  from  the  ways  and 
means  of  last  year,  to  the  credit  of  the  wa^s  and 
means  for  the  present  year. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  appears  that  the  rev¬ 
enue  fortiie  year  1815,  will  probably  amount  to 
18,1*00,000  dollars ;  and  that  ways  and  means 
are  now  to  be  devised,  to  provide  for  tlie  ditler- 
ence  between  that  sum,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  demands  for  the  service  of  tlie 
year  1815;  which  w.i»  be  ascertained  by  adding 
the  amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  peace  esta¬ 
blishment  of  the  war  and  navy  departments  to 
the  amount  of  the  deinands  for  the  expenses  of 
government,  and  the  public  debt,  being,  as 
above  stated,  the  sura  of  $16,703,097  97. 

It  only  remains  to  suggest  some  additional 
measures,  which  appear  to  be  required  at  this 
time,  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  and 
the  supply  of  the  treasury. 

1.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  all  the 
holders  of  treasury  notes,  issued  or  to  be  issued, 
under  the  authority  of  any  existing  law,  should 
be  allowed  to  fund  them  at  an  interest  of  seven 
per  cent ;  and  that  interest  be  allowed  on  all 
treasury  notes  which  have  not  been  punctually 
paid,  until  the  day  of  funding,  or  of  payment. 

2.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  new  is¬ 
sue  of  treasury  notes  should  be  aiittiorized  upon 
the  principles  suggested  in  the  letter  from  this 
department,  dated  the  17th  of  January,  1815. 

3.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  loan 
should  be  authorized  to  the  amount  necessary, 
upon  a  view  of  all  the  estimates,  to  complete 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1815. 

4.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  specie  should  be  prohibited  for  a 
limited  period. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
eut  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  VV.  Eppes,  Esq.  chairman  of  the 
committee  oi'  ways  and  means. 

COLLECTION  OF^THE  REVENUE. 

The  following  circular  has  beeen  trms- 
mitted  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  (he  collectors.  It  is  hoped,  that  eve¬ 
ry  goo<l  citizen  will  give  an  active  sup¬ 
port  to  the  measures  which  are  proposed 
for  protecting  the  fair  trader,  as  well  as 
the  public  revenue,  from  illicit  practices. 

Treasury  Dqpartment. 

February  25/fc,  1815 

Sir — The  peace,  which  has  been  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  w^ill  immediately  revive  our 
commerce  and  navigation  ;  and  arrange¬ 
ments  should  be  speedily  made  at  the  cos* 
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tom  house,  to  tacilitaie  the  business  of  the 
merchant,  and  to  guard  against  every  spe¬ 
cies  of  fraud  upon  the  revenue.  For  the 
accoraplisliment  of  both  objects,  you  may  re¬ 
ly  upon  the  co-operation  of  this  depart¬ 
ment;  and,  as  it  is  designed  to  exact  from 
every  public  officer  the  strictest  official  re¬ 
sponsibility.  1  do  not  hesitate  to  promise, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president,  that 
the  officers  of  the  customs  shall  be  snpfilied 
with  all  the  means,  which  are  requisite, 
for  an  efficient  performance  of  their  impor¬ 
tant  duties. 

The  laws,  which  existed  before  the  war, 
for  the  imposition  and  collection  of  duties 
on  merchandise  imnorted,  remain  in  force, 
with  such  additions  and  alterations  only, 
as  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  made 
known  to  you.  The  duties  and  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  are  suffi¬ 
cient  I  v  described  and  defined  in  those  laws. 
And  it  is  only  necessary,  at  this  period,  to 
recommend  to  your  attention  some  of  the 
leading  objects  of  the  trust. 

1.  A  competent  number  of  vigilant,  in¬ 
telligent  and  discreet  inspectors  must  be 
employed,  with  a  view  to  the  service  of 
the  night,  as  well  as  the  day  :  And  such 
stations  should  be  assigned  to  some  of 
them  as  will  efifectually  secure  all  the  ave¬ 
nues  for  an  illicit  trade. 

2.  Whenever  a  cutter  and  Imrges  are  ne¬ 
cessary,  the  necessity  must  be  re[>resented, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  nrobable  expense. 
It  is  intended  that  the  cutters  and  barges, 
throughout  the  United  States,  shall  be  uni¬ 
form  in  their  construction  and  equipment ; 
and,  in  that  respect,  the  advice  of  the  na¬ 
vy  department  will  be  obtained.  The 
officers  and  men  must  be  recommended  for 
their  vigilance,  activity,  skill  and  good 
conduct. 

3.  The  commanders  of  cutters  and  bar¬ 
ge's,  and  the  insnectors  at  fixed  stations, 
should  be  required  to  make  re?)orts  to  the 
collector,  at  reasonable  periods ;  and  any 
matter  of  importance  contained  in  such  re¬ 
ports  should  be  promptly  communicated  to 
this  department. 

4.  The  strictest  vigilance  should  he  re¬ 
quired  from  all  officers  of  the  customs,  visit¬ 
ing  vessels  arriving  on  the  coasts,  or  in 
the  waters  of  the  Ignited  States.  The 
reports  required  by  law,  in  such  cases,  must 
be  ()unctually  made. 

5.  The  entries  of  merchandise  should 
i»e  admitted,  with  every  possible  circum¬ 
spection,  in  the  examination  of  the  invoi¬ 
ces  and  other  documents  ;  and  every  de¬ 


tection  of  an  entry,  upon  a  ficlitious  in¬ 
voice,  should  be  prosecuted  with  utmost 
rigour  of  the  law.  If  there  be  a  doubt  of 
the  good  faith  of  tlie  transaction,  the  pow  er 
of  inspection  and  appraisment  of  the  goods, 
w  ith  a  view  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  du¬ 
ties,  should  be  freely  executed. 

tt.  The  superintendence  of  the  unladinf^ 
of  cargoes  must  be  strictly  enforced ;  and 
great  attention  will  he  necessary,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  advantage  being  taken  of  the  in¬ 
spectors  during  the  night. 

7.  Every  act  of  negligence,  every  will¬ 
ful  omission,  as  well  as  every  sinister  act 
violating  the  law,  by  owners,  consignees, 
factors,  masters  or  mariners,  must  be  prose- 
cutetl  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  law’. 

8.  Smuggling,  in  every  form,  must  h% 
nrevented,  or  punished.  And,  if  it  be  not 
prevented,  the  officers  of  the  customs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  respeclive  duties  and  sta¬ 
tions,  will  he  held  answerable  to  prove, 
that  there  was  no  want  of  vigilance  on 
their  part. 

These  instructions  will  manifest,  the  so¬ 
licitude  of  this  department,  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  customs  should  be  transacted 
with  the  same  purity,  upon  the  same  foot¬ 
ing  of  good  faith,  which  formerly  prevailed. 
'Phe  improper  conduct  that  has  recently 
appeared  in  some  of  the  districts,  will  nev¬ 
er  he  ascribed  to  the  principles,  or  the  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  American  merchant,  whose  priile 
and  patriotism  have  hitherto  afforded  a 
l>etter  security  fi»r  the  public  revenue,  than 
could  be  derived  from  legal  sanctions.  But 
it  is  necessary,  every  where,  in  reference 
to  every  description  of  trade,  and  by  every 
legitimate  means,  to  eradicate  the  taint  of 
smuggling,  for  the  sake  of  the  honourable 

mercliant,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the 

♦ 

public  revenue. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  in  relation  to  ves¬ 
sels  owned  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  that  there  are  several  descriptions 
of  documents,  or  ship’s  papers,  w  hich  may 
be  emidoyed  ;  and  of  which  yoti  will  be  fur¬ 
nished,  upon  request,  with  a  competent  num¬ 
ber. 

1.  The  certificate  of  registry.  This  docu¬ 
ment  is  creafetl  by  our  own  laws,  and  be¬ 
longs  exclusively  to  vessels  American  built 
and  ow  ned ;  or  such  particular  vessels  as  are 
expressly  adopted  by  the  registering  act. 
It  is  an  instrument  which  the  vessel  must 
carry,  ?n  order  to  entitle  her  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

2.  ^’be  sea  letter.  This  docum*  nt  is  an 
instrument  pf  the  maritime  law  of  nations, 
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and  under  fhe  denomination  of  a  passport, 
as  well  as  of  a  sea-letter,  treaties  sometimes 
require  it  to  be  carried  by  the  merchant 
vessels,  belonging  to  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties.  It  is  an  instrument  which  gives  no 
privilege  as  to  duties  of  import ;  but  sim¬ 
ply,  declares  the  American  ownership,  and 
recommends  the  comity  of  nations.  Vessels 
are  under  no  legal  obligation  to  carry  a  sea 
letter;  and,  indeed,  it  is  only  necessary  for 
neutral  vessels,  in  a  time  of  w  ar. 

3.  The  Mediterranean  passport.  This 
instrument,  having  been  described,  under 
the  general  denomination  of  “  passport,”  in 
some  of  the  acts  of  congress  it  has  been  oc¬ 
casionally  confounded  with  the  sea  letter, 
which  has,  also,  been  denominated  a  pass¬ 
port.  The  form  was  introduced  soon  after 
the  treaty  with  Algiers,  which  called  for 
the  instrument ;  and  it  is  intended  as  a  pro¬ 
tection  for  American  vessels  against  the 
Barbary  powers. 

4.  The  certificate  of  property.  This  docu¬ 
ment  is  not  prescribed  by  any  law,  and  de¬ 
pends  entirely  for  its  effects  and  validity  up¬ 
on  the  usjige  of  the  custom  house.  It  has 
been  occasionally  substituted  for  a  sea  let¬ 
ter;  and  sometimes  the  one  instrument  has  | 
been  mistaken  for  the  other. 

5.  The  crew'  list.  This  instrument  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  acts  of  congress  ;  and,  some¬ 
times,  by  treaties.  It  is  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  crews  of  every  vessel,  in  the 
course  of  the  vo}- age,  during  a  war  abroad. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  commissioner 
of  the  revenue,  immediate  measures  will  be 
taken,  for  restoring  the  light  houses,  piers, 
buoys,  and  beacons,  within  your  district 
and  jurisdiction,  to  the  state  in  which  they 
W'ere  before  the  war;  and  it  will  be  proper 
to  report  their  actual  condition,  w  ith  esti¬ 
mates  of  expense,  to  afford  a  ground  for  de¬ 
ciding  upon  the  expediency  of  the  measures 
proposed.  It  will  always  be  desirable  to 
receive  such  additional  information,  as  your 
observation  and  experience  may  suggest, 
for  rendering  the  navigation  of  the  coast, 
bays,  and  waters  of  the  United  States  more 
lafe,  and  the  harbours  more  commoilious  for 
the  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce ;  as 
well  as  for  enforcing  more  effectually  the 
laws  of  impost  and  collection. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser¬ 
vant,  n 

(Signed)  A.  d.  DALLAS. 

The  collector  of  the  customs 

for  the  district  of 


Copy  of  a  letter from  Commodore  IX  T.  Pol- 
tcrson  to  the  secretary  of  the  iiary. 

New-Orleans,  3d  Feb.  1*815. 
Sir — 1  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  navy 
on  this  station,  by  his  excellency  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  this  state. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  <£’c. 

D  ANL.  T.  PAT  PERSON. 
Hon.  B.  W.  Ci'owninshield, 

Secretar}^  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Copy  of  a  Icttler  from  C.  C.  Claiborne^  go. 
vemor  of  the  state  of  Louisiana^  to  Coin- 
modore  D,  T.  Paitersmi,  dated 

New-Orleans,  Jan.  28th,  1815. 
Sir — 1  have  been  a  witness  of  your  un¬ 
wearied  exertions  and  steady  firmness  du¬ 
ring  the  late  struggle :  1  am  very  sensible 
of  the  obligations  Louisiana  is  under  to  you, 
and  to  the  portion  of  the  United  States 
I  navy  which  you  command,  for  a  most  zeal¬ 
ous  and  effectual  co-operation  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  its  capitaL  Receive,  then,  your¬ 
self,  and  be  go(Kl  enough  to  convey  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  your  orders,  my 
warmest  thanks. 

The  misfortune  which  attended  our  gun¬ 
boats  on  the  lakes,  is,  on  account  of  the  ma¬ 
ny  brave  men  w  ho  fell  on  the  occasion, 
cause  of  sincere  regret;  but  we  know  that 
the  unequal  conflict  w  as  for  a  length  of  time 
gloriously  maintained  ;  nor  was  the  flag  of 
our  country  struck  until  our  gallant  tars  had 
added  still  more  lustre  to  the  naval  charac¬ 
ter  of  America — a  character  which  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  you  may  long  live  to  sustain, 
and  in  those  conspicuous  stations  which  yon 
so  w  ell  deserve  to  occupy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  Ac. 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE, 
Governor  of  Louisiana. 
Capt.  D.  T.  Patterson,  Naval 

Commander  on  the  N.  Orleans  station. 


Headquarters,  7th  Military  District. 

Adjutant  GeneraPs  Office,  N,  Orleans,y 
January  31,  1815. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  major  general,  injustice  to  his  own 
feelings,  and  as  a  tribute  to  merit,  takes  this 
opportunity  of  mentioning  a  few  oflicers, 
omitted  in  the  general  order. 

Capts.  M‘ Mahan  and  Pace,  and  Lieut. 
Cramford,  of  Gen.  Coffee’s  brigade,  in  the 
action  of  the  23d  Dec.  fell  like  freemen 
worthy  of  the  name,  nobly  contending  with 
the  enemy.  Col.  Anderson  of  Major  Gen. 
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CjarroFs  division,  fell  in  a  sortie  on  the  0th,  I 
at  tlie  head  of  his  command.  The  army  | 
were  witness  to  and  admired  his  bravery. 

Lieutenant  Leach,  of  the  7th  United 
States’  infantry,  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  side  on  the  23d.  and  refused  to  leave 
the  ground  until  com{>elled  the  next  day 
from  extreme  pain  ;  but  returned  in  time 
to  perform  his  duty  in.  all  the  subsequent 
engagements. 

Capt.  Smith  and  his  brave  troop  frons 
Bayou  Sarah,  were  believed  to  be  part  of 
the  iVlississippi  dragoons,  and  were  inclU' 
ded  as  such  in  the  mention  made  of  that 
corps.  The  major  general  tenders  to  him 
and  his  troop  an  expression  of  entire  appro¬ 
bation  of  their  coniiuct.  Capt.  Griffith,  and 
tliat  part  of  his  company  of  mounted  gun¬ 
men  with  him  in  the  action  ol*  the  23d,  did 
their  duty. 

Midshipman  Erasmus  Watkins,  of  th» 
United  States’  navy,  from  mistake  is  given 
as  Mr.  W.  Martin  in  the  general  orders — 
to  him  tlierefove  is  meritedly  due  the  men^ 
tion  made  of  said  Martin. 

Judge  Lewis,  who,  disdaining  to  shield 
himself  under  his  judicial  cloak,  volunteer¬ 
ed  his  services  in  Capt.  Beale^s  rifle  compa¬ 
ny,  and  performed  his  duty  in  a  manner 
highly  honourable  to  himself. 

P»v  command, 

ROBEK  r  BUTLKR,  Adj’t.  Gen. 


AN  ADDRESS 

Delivered  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  seventh  dilitary  mislrict,  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  at  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  solemn  thanksgiving,  after  his 
brilliant  defence  of  the  city  of  New-Or- 
leans. 

BY  THE  REV.  W'M.  DITROURG, 

A/hninislrator  apostolic  of  the  diocese  of  I/nt- 
isiana. 

Whilst  the  state  of  Louisiana,  in  the 
joyful  transports  of  her  gratitude,  hails  you 
Jis  her  deliverer,  and  the  asserter  of  her 
men  \ced  liberties ;  whilst  grateful  America, 
so  lately  wrapt  up  in  anxious  suspense,  oiij 
the  fate  of  this  imf>ortant  city,  the  emjiori- 
tim  of  the  wealth  of  one  half  of  her  terri  | 
tory,  and  the  true  bulwark  of  its  inde[)en- 
<l^nce,  is  now  re-echoing  from  shore  to  shore 
your  splendid  achievements,  and  preparing 
^  inscribe  your  name  on  her  immortal  rolls 
*^mong those  of  her  Washingtons:  Whilst 
history,  poetry,  and  the  monumental  arts 
vie  in  eonsignins;  lo  ike  adKokratiuM  of 
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the  latest  posterity,  a  Iriuiaph  perhaps  un¬ 
paralleled  in  their  records;*  whilst  thus 
raised  by  universal  acclamation  to  the  very 
pinnacle  of  fame,  amid  ascending  clouds  of 
incense,  how  easy  it  had  been  for  you,  ge-' 
iieral,  to  forget  the  prime  mover  of  your 
wonderful  successes,  and  to  assume  to  your¬ 
self  a  praise  which  must  essentially  return 
to  that  exalted  source  whence  every  sort  of 
merit  is  derived !  But,  better  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  true  glory,  and  justly 
placing  the  summit  of  your  ambition  in  ap¬ 
proving  yourself  the  worthy  instrument  of 
Heaven’s  merciful  designs,  the  first  impulse 
of  your  religious  heart  was  to  acknowleilge 
the  signal  iiiterpoeitloa  of  Providence ;; 
your  first  step  a  solemn  display  of  your- 
immble  sense  of  his  favours. 

Still  agitated  at  the  remembrance  of  those- 
dreadful  agonies  from  which  we  have  been 
so  miraculously  rescued,  it  is  our  pride  also 
to  acknowledge  that  the  Almighty  has  truly 
had  the  principal  hand  in  our  deliverance, 
and  to  follow  you,  general,  in  attributing 
his  infinite  gooiliiess  the  homage  of  our  un¬ 
feigned  gratitude.  Let  the  infatuated  vo- 
lary  of  a  blind  chance  deride  our  credulous 
simplicity  ;  let  the  cold  hearted  atheist 
look  up  for  the  explanation  of  such  irapor- 
lant  events  to  the  mere  concatenation  of 
human  causes ;  to  us,  the  whole  universe^ 
is  loud  in  proclaiming  a  Supreme  Ruler^ 
who,  as  he  holds  the  hearts. of  men  in  his* 
hands,  holds  also  the  tlireml  of  all  contin¬ 
gent  concurrences.  “  Whatever  be  his  in¬ 
termediate  agent,  (says  an  illustrious  pre¬ 
late.)  still  on  the  secret  orders  of  Ilis  all- 
ruling  Providence,  depend  the  rise  ami 
prosperity,  as  well  as  the  decline  and  down¬ 
fall  of  empires.  From  His  lofty  throne- 
above,  he  moves  every  scene  below-,  now- 
curbing,  now  letting  loose  the  passions  oT 
men;  now  infusing  his  own  wisdom  into 
the  leaders  of  nations,  now*  confounding 
their  boasted  prudence  and  spreading  upon 
their  councils  a  spirit  of  intoxication,  and 
t  i  lus  executing  his  uncontroulable  judgments 
on  the  sons  of  men,  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  own  unerring  justice. 

To  him,  therefore,  our  most  fervent 
thanks  are  due  for  our  late  unexpectetl  res¬ 
cue  ;  and  it  is  Him  we  chiefly  intend 
praise,  when,  considering  you,  general,  a» 
the  man  of  his  right  hand,  w  hom  lie  has 
taken  pains  to  fit  out  for  the  important  com¬ 
mission  of  our  defence,  we  extol  that  fecun- 
4lity  of  genius,  by  which,  in  an  instant  of 
the  Most  discouraging  distress,  you  created 
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unforeseen  resources,  raised,  as  it  were, 
from  tile  ground,  hosts  of  intrepid  warriors, 
and  provided  every  vulnerable  point  with 
ample  means  of  defence.  To  Him  we  trace 
that  instinctive  superiority  of  your  miau, 
which  at  once  rallied  around  you  uuiver- 
sat  confidence,  im{)res8ed  one  irresistible 
movement  to  all  the  jarring  elements  of 
which  this  political  machine  is  composed, 
aroused  their  slumbering  spirits,  and  didu- 
sed  through  every  rank  tnat  noble  anloiir 
which  glowed  in  your  own  bosom.  To 
Him  in  tine,  we  address  our  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  that  consummate  prudence  which 
defeated  all  the  combinations  of  a  sagacious 
enem^,  entangled  him  in  the  very  snares 
which  he  had  spread  before  us,  and  succeed¬ 
ed  in  effecting  his  utter  desiruction,  with¬ 
out  once  exposing  the  lives  of  our  citi/yens. 
Immortal  thanks  be  to  his  Supreme  Majesty, 
for  sending  us  such  an  instrument  of  his 
bountiful  designs  !  A  gift  of  that  value  is 
the  best  token  of  the  continuance  of  his 
protection — the  most  solid  encouragement 
to  us  to  sue  for  new  favours. 

The  first  which  it  emboldens  us  humbly 
to  supplicate,  as  it  is  the  nearer  to  our 
throbbing  hearts,  is  that  you  may  long  en¬ 
joy,  general,  the  honours  of  your  grateful 
country,  of  which  you  will  permit  us  to  pre¬ 
sent  you  a  pledge  in  this  wTeath  of  laurel, 
the  prize  of  victory,  the  symbol  of  immor¬ 
tality.  The  next  is  a  speedy  and  honour¬ 
able  terminal  ion  of  the  bloody  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  No  one  has  so  ef¬ 
ficaciously  lalioiircd  as  you,  general,  for  the 
acceleration  of  that  blissful  period;  may 
W’e  soon  reap  that  sweetest  fruit  of  your 
splendid  and  uninterrupted  victories  ! 

General  Jackson^ s  Answer, 

REVEREND  SIR, 

I  receive  with  gratitude  and  pleasure  the 
symbolical  crown  which  piety  has  prepa 
red.  1  receive  it  in  the  name  of  the  brave 
men  who  have  so  Cifectually  seconded  my 
exertions  for  the  preservation  of  their  coun¬ 
try — they  well  deserve  the  laurels  which 
their  country  will  l>estow'. 

For  mvself,  to  have  been  instrumental 
’  in  the  deliverance  of  such  a  country,  is  the 
greatest  blessing  that  heaven  could  confer. 
That  it  has  l>een  effected  with  so  little  loss 
—that  so  few  tears  should  cloud  the  smile 
of  our  triumph,  and  dot  a  cypress  leaf  be 
interwoven  in  the  wTeath  which  you  pre- 
*eni,  is  a  source  of  the  most  exquisite  en¬ 
joyment. 

I  thank  you,  reverend  sir,  most  sincerely 


for  the  prayers  which  you  offer  dp  for  idy 
happiness.  May  those  your  patriotism  dic¬ 
tates  for  our  beloved  country  be  first  heard.' 
And  may  mine  for  your  individual  prospe¬ 
rity,  as  well  as  that  of  the  congregations 
committed  to  your  care,  be  favourably  re¬ 
ceived — the  prosperity,  the  wealth,  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  this  city  will  ihen  be  commensu¬ 
rate  with  the  courage  and  other  great  qua¬ 
lities  of  its  inhabitants. 


Letter  from  General  Jackson  to  the  Majjor  of 

New-Orleans,  dated  headquarters^  7th  mU 

lilary  district^  Jan,  27,  1815. 

Sir — Deeply  impressed  since  my  arrival 
with  the  unanimity  and  patriotic  zeal  dis¬ 
played  by  the  citizens  over  whom  you  so 
worthily  preside,  i  should  be  inexcusable 
if  any  other  occupation  than  that  of  provi¬ 
ding  for  their  defence  had  prevented  my 
public  acknowledgment  of  their  merits.  1 
pray  you  now,  sir,  to  communicate  to  the 
inliahitants  of  your  respectable  city,  the  ex¬ 
alted  sense  I  entertain  of  their  patriotism, 
love  of  order,  and  attachment  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  excellent  constitution.  The 
courage  they  have  show  n  in  a  perioil  of  no 
common  danger,  and  the  fortitude  with 
which  they  have  rejected  all  the  apprehen¬ 
sions  which  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  was 
calculated  to  produce,  are  not  more  to  be 
admired  than  their  humane  attenlion  to  our 
ow  n  sick  and  wounded,  as  well  as  to  those 
of  that  description  among  the  piisoners. 
'Phe  liberality  with  which  their  represen¬ 
tatives  in  the  city  council  provided  for  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  those  who  were  in  the  field,  evinced 
an  enlightened  humanity,  and  was  prmlucb 
ive  of  the  most  beneficial  effects.  Seldom 
in  any  community,  has  so  much  cause  been 
given  for  deserved  praise ;  w  hile  the  young 
were  in  the  field  ami  arrested  the  progress 
of  the  foe,  the  aged  w'atched  over  the  city 
and  maintained  its  internal  peace;  and 
even  the  softer  sex  encouraged  their  hus¬ 
bands  and  brothers  to  remain  at  the  post  of 
danger  and  duty.  Not  conteiiJ  with  exert¬ 
ing  for  the  noblest  purpose  that  powerful 
influence  which  is  given  them  by  nature? 
(and  which  in  your  countrywomen  is  ren¬ 
dered  irresistible  by  accomplishments  and, 
beauty)  they  showed  themselves  cat)able  of 
higher  efforts,  and  actuated  by  hurffanity 
and  patriotism,  they  clothed  by  their  own 
labour,  and  protected  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  season,  the  men  who  had  inarched 
from  a  distant  state  to  protect  them  from 
insult  5  in  the  name  of  those  brave  men,  I 
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b^^you,  fir,  to  convey  to  them  the  tribute 
of  our  admiration  and  thanks,  assure 
them  that  the  distant  wives  and  daughters 
of  those  whom  they  have  succoured  will  re¬ 
member  them  in  their  prayers ;  and  that  for 
myself  no  circumstance  of  this  important 
campaign  touches  me  with  more  exquisite 
pleasure,  than  that  I  have  been  aide  to  lead 
back  to  them,  with' so  few  exceptions,  the 
husbands,  brothers,  and  other  relatives  of 
whom  such  women  only  are  worthy. 

I  anticipate,  sir,  with  great  satisfaction, 
the  period’  when  the  final  departure  of  the 
enemy  will  ena!)le  you  to  assume  the  ordi¬ 
nary  functions  of  your  othoe,  and  restore 
the  citizens  to  their  usual  occupations — 
they  have  meriteddhe  blessings  of  peace  by 
bravely  facing  the  dangers  of  war^ 

I  should  be  ungrateful  or  insensible,  if  I 
<lid  not  acknowledge  the  marks'of-  confi¬ 
dence  and  affectionate  attachment,  with 
which  I  have  personally  been  honoured  by 
your  citizens*;  a  confidence  that  has  ena¬ 
bled  me  with  greater  success  to  direct  the 
measures  for  their  defence,  an  attachment 
which  I  sincerly  reciprocratc  and' which  I 
shall  carry  with  me  to  the  grave. 

For  yourself,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  pray  you  ac¬ 
cept  my  thanks  for  the  very  great  zeal,  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  diligence  with' which  you  have 
conducted  the  arduous  department  of  the 
police  committal*  to  your  care,  and  the 
promptitude  with  which  every  requisitiou 
for  the  public  service  has  been  carried  into 
effect. 

Connected  with  the  United  States,  your 
•ity  must  become  the  greatest  em|)orium  of 
•ommerce  that  the  world  has  known.  In 
the  bands  of  any  other  power  it  can  be  no¬ 
thing  hut  a  wretched  colony.  May  your 
citizens  always -be  as  sensible  of-  this  great 
Vuth  as  they  have  shown. at  present  ;.may 
they  always  make  equal  efforts  to  preserve 
the  important  connexion,  awl  may  you,  sir, 
long  live  to  witness  the  pro8[>erity,  wealth 
and  happiness  that  will  then  inevitably 
characterise  the  great  seaport  of  the  western 
>yorl(l. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  respectfully, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed).  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj,  Geii,  Cwi^dg, 

Nicholas  Girod,  Esq. 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  Nejv-Orleans. 

of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Jackson 
to  Governor  Bhunt,  JaJted^ 

New-Orleans,  Jan.  27. 
f  nt^.I  enclose  yon  a  paper  that  contains 
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my  address  and  general  order  to  the  brave 
army  I  had  the  honour  to  command  on  the 
8th  instant.  In  addition,  I  have  to  state, 
that  the  prisoners  taken  on  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  state  that  their  whole  loss,  in-- 
eluding  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  is  es* 
ii mated  at  6,500 ;  and  that  General  Keen  ia 
dead  of  his  wounds. 

When  the  numbers  are  known  that  were 
in  the  action  on  our  side,  and  those  badly 
armed,  it  will  not  be  accredited  ;  and  par* 
ticularly,  when  the  loss  of  the  enemy  is 
compared  with  my  loss ;  which  in  killed, 
since  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  does  not 
exceed  56.  The  unerring  hand  of'  Provi¬ 
dence  shielded  my  men  from  tlu> 
of  balls,  bomb«  rockets;  when,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  appeared  that  every  Iximh  and" 
ball  from  our  lines,  was  charged  with  the 
mission  of  death.  The  spirit  of  the  British 
in  this  quarter  is  broken.  They  have  fail¬ 
ed  in  evcn*y  attempt.  They  bombarded  fort 
St.  Philip  for  nine  days- — throwing  up¬ 
wards  of'  1000  long  bombs  exclusive  of* 
small  ones,  with  no  other  effect  than  killing 
two  and  wounding  7;  five  of  the  latter  sa 
slightly  that  they  are  reporte<l  for  duty. 

Mr.  Shields,  purser  of  the  navy,  brave* 
and  full  of  enterprise,  got  a  few  volunteers,^ 
and  with  some  small  boats,  pursued  tbenr,, 
as  they  were  embarking;  took  a  transport* 
and  burnt  her,  several  small  boats,  with  one- 
liundred  and  odd  prisoners ;  for  the  want  oF 
force  was  com|>elled  to  parole  a  number — 
bringing  with  him  in  all  70  prisoners,  in¬ 
cluding  two  officers.  They  have  lost  alP 
their  valuable  officers,  and  the  flower  of* 
their  army. 

This  argument  will  have  greater  weigh^* 
at  Ghent  than  any  other,  and  I  view  it  a» 
the  harbinger  of  peace. 

When  you  see  the  bravery  of  your  coun¬ 
trymen,  you  must  feel  proud  that  you  govern 
such  a  people.  They  are  worthy  to  be  free. 
General  Coffee’s  brigade,  forthe  whole  time,  . 
literally  lay  in  a  swamp,  knee  deep  in  mud  ^ 
and  water ;  •  and  the  whole  of  General  Car- 
roll's  line  but  little  *  better.  Still  they  sus¬ 
tained  their  privations  without  a  murmur. 
Three  thousand  stand  of  arms  more  than  I 
had  on  the  81h,  w  ould,  in  my  opinion,  have 
placed  the  whole  British  army  in  my  bands. 
But  the  Lords  will  he  done. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

P.  S.  Half  past  10  o’clock,?.  M.  The 
picket  guard  stale,  the  last  sight  of  the  la^t 
sail  of  the  Brltish.at  h,Mirafter  11;  A.  M. — 
and  Lonisiaua  may  rgain  say  her  soil  is  not. 
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Irodden  by  the  sacrilegious  footstep  of  a  hos¬ 
tile  Briton.  They  were  steering  for  Ship 
Island.  ^  Where  destined  from  thence,  un¬ 
certain. 


REPUBLICAN  MEETING. 

At  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of 
the  republican  citize  Its  of  Poughkeepsie, 
held  at  Bernent’s  Hotel,  on  the  evening 
©f  Feb.  17th,  18 15,  pursuant  to  public 
notice  for  that  purpose — THOMAS 
NELSON,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  NATHAN  CONKLIN,  Jun.  ap¬ 
pointed  secretary — 

Resolved^  Thai  tlii»  consider  the 

sum  of  good  government,  under  the  con^ii- 
tution  of  this  state,  to  consist  in  the  eh  etiun 
and  appointment  of  good  men,  who  are  re¬ 
publicans,  to  office ;  and  that  it  would  be 
eriminalfor  them  to  be  silent  when  such  men 
as  Philip  Spencer,  jun,  is  appointed  to  office  ; 
and  the  said  meeting  views  with  deep  con¬ 
cern,  some  of  the  appointments  lately  made 
by  the  council  of  appointment,  for  Dutch¬ 
ess  county — in  which  a  gentleman,  who 
is  and  always  had  been  a  decided  federalist, 
has  been  appointed  sheriff* — and  in  which 
the  said  Philip  Spencer,  Jun.  a  man  of  dis¬ 
reputable  character,  is  appointed  the  clerk. 

Resolved,  That  those  persons,  who  ever 
they  are,  who  have  recommended  to  the 
council  the  said  Spencer,  have  merited  the 
just  indignation  of  the  republican  party 
throughout  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  are  astonish¬ 
ed  and  greatly  mortified  at  the  aforesaid  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  said  Spencer,  on  account 
of  his  notorious  bad  character,  and  also  view 
the  same  with  resentment  and  disapproba 
tion — because  of  the  political  measures 
which  he,  his  brother  Ambrose,  and  his  liro- 
ther-iu-law'  Fields,  have  pursued  since  they 
came  (so  dishonourably  as  it  is  known  they 
did)  into  the  republican  party ;  they  have  by 
their  political  conduct  degraded  the  said 
county  in  the  public  estimation,  at  home 
and  abroad,  until  a  large  portion  of  the  re¬ 
spectable  citizens  thereof  have  retired  from 
the  said  party,  feeling  no  choice  between 
seeing  the  offices  of  said  county  held  by  fe¬ 
deralists,  or  by  such  vile  men  as  have,  on 
two  former  occasions,  been  appointed  clerk 
and  sheriff  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Nelson,  Thomas 
Sweet,  Levi  M‘Keen,  John  Armstrong, 
Abraham  G.  Storm,  NaUiaii  ConkliiL^  jun. 


Thomas  Barritt,  Thomas  Carman,  Joha 
Brush,  John  B.  Swartwout,  Abraham  Adri- 
ance,  Joseph  Harris,  David  Car|)eiiter, 
Benjamin  Arnold,  Reuben  B.  Rudd,  Joseph 
Farrington,  John  B.  Frear,  John  Nelson, 
Gilbert  Ketcham,  Jeremiah  Martin,  Adam 
Graham,  and  Richard  S.  Bulding,  be  a 
committee,  to  use  all  lawful  and  honourable 
means,  to  iudMce  the  honourable  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  appointment  to  remove  the  said 
Phiiip  Spencer,  jun.  from  the  clerkship  of 
Dutchess  county,  and  to  appoint  some  suit¬ 
able  republican  in  his  place.  And  to  elTect 
tlie  same,  ihe  said  committee  are  hereby 
em, lowered  to  appoint  a  sub-committee,  (if 
necessary,)  to  call  on  ihe  honourable  chief 
justice,  die  attorney  prosecuting,  the  juror?, 
and  all  other  persons  concerned  in,  or  who 
.ittended  die  trial  of  Philip  Spencer,  jtm,  for 
the  horrible  crime  of  arson,  for  which  he 
had  been  iodic  led  by  a  most  respectable 
grand  juiy,  for  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
said  trial — and  to  jiresent  them,  with  these 
proceedings,  aiul  a  respectful  remonstrance 
and  nelition  to  the  honourable  the  council, 
praying  in  behalf  of  this  meeting,  the  afore- 
saiil  removal  of  the  saiii  Spencer  ;  and  to 
correspond  with  the  other  towns  of  the 
county,  and  call  a  county  meeting,  to  con¬ 
sider  of  the  oljects  contemplated  by  this 
meeting. 

Resolved,  Tliat  these  precedings,  be  signed 
by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Republican  Herald. 

THOMAS  NELSON,  chairman. 

N.  CONKLIN,  Jun.  secretary. 

In  pursuance^  of  the  above  appointment, 
we  have  considered  the  buisiness  entriistetl 
to  us,  and  think  it  of  great  import anct^  to 
have  a  county  meeting,  to  take  into  consi¬ 
deration  the  improvident  appointment  of 
Philip  Spencer,  junr.  clerk  of  Dutchess  and 
therefore  request  a  meeting  of  the  repiibli- 
an  citizens  of  Dutches,  at  Bement’s  Hotel, 
in  Poughkeepsie,  on  Monday  the  27th,  at 
12  o’clock,  to  express  the  sense  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  on  the  sub/)ect  of  a  memorial  and  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  honourable  council  for  his  re¬ 
moval. 

Thomas  Nelson,  Levi  M^Keen,  John 
Armstrong,  Joseph  Farin^ton,  A. 
G,  Storm,  Thomas  Barritt,  Gilbert 
K.'tcham,  John  Nelson,  Reuben  B. 

•  Rudd,  Nathan  Conklin,  jun.  John 
Brush,  Thomas  Carman,  Ahrm.  Aik 
fiance,  Jeremiah  Martin,  Thofns^^ 
Sweet. 

Feb.  20tb^  1815. 
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For  the  present  I  say  nothing  of  Mr. 
Hiker^s  appointment.  His  particular  friends 
deny  that  he  was  either  consulted  about,  or 
that  he  expected  it.  The  newly  appointed 
recorder  was  most  conspicuous  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  have  iMr.  Clinton  elected  presi¬ 
dent.  Mr.  Clinton  has  been  hurled  from 
office,  because  he  was  willing  to  gratify  hb 
friends  by  consenting  to  be  nominated. 
His  peculiar  htness  for  the  mayoralty,  his 
zealous  and  able  and  successful  efforts  du¬ 
ring  the  dangers  of  the  last  autumn,  were 
most  ungratel^ully  disregarded  by  the  Furi¬ 
osi.  When  Mr.  Madison  could^not  procure 
a  dollar,  Mr.  Clinton  furnished  a  million  for 
the  defence  of  the  city  !  But  the  candidate 
for  the  presidency,  nominated  by  the  old 
democratic  party  of  this  state,  had  dared, 
at  their  solicitation,  to  compete  with  the 
hero  of  M()ntf)elier ;  and  was  doomed  to  pu¬ 
nishment.  Mr.  Rikcr  was  his  right  hand 
man.  “  /  coidd  a  tak  unfold^'" — but,  as  yet, 
it  is  prudent  to  forbear.  Mr.  Riker  may 
have  had  “  greatness  thrust  upon  him.”  He 
may  not  have  sou<j^ht  this  dignity.  Per-  , 
haps  it  is  only  an  attempt  to  sever  him  from 
his  patron  and  friend,  and  fellow  criminal.  { 
Perhaps  he  will  not  accept !  Perhaps  he  | 
may  recoil  from  the  gift,  which  is  held  out 
to  him  by  men,  who  have  outraged  decorum,  | 
Justice  and  patrioJisra,  in  the  persecution 
of  him,  to  whom  Mr.  Riker  is  bound  by  all 
the  ties  that  can  connect  man  to  man.  Mr. 
Hiker  understands,  as  well  as  Josiah  Hed-  j 
den,  that  to  accept  office  under  a  party, 
constitutes  a  sort  of  enlistment — that  it  is 
taking  the  kins^^s  silver.  He  understands 
well  too,  that  to  support  the  faction,  who 
have  displaced  Mr.  Clinton,  b  to  abandon 
Mr.  Clinton.  He  knows,  that  two  years 
ago,  the  federalists  incurred  the  hazard  of 
Splitting  their  party,  because  they  would 
not  be  guilty  of  the  inconsistency  and  base¬ 
ness,  of  dropping  cui  mayor.,  the  man,  to 
>vhom  they  had  given  their  support  as  pre- 
^dent.  It  remains  to  he  seen.,  what  course 
the  new  recorder  will  take:  whether  the 
cmolunients  of  office,  or  the  estimation  of 
honourable  men  are  most  dear  to  him.  And 
until  he  makes  his  election,  I  forbear  to 
comment  on  this  appointment. 

John  L.  Broome,  clerk!  “  A  new  broom 
sweeps  clean.”  This  gentlenian  turned  Mr. 
Mulligan  out  of  office,  in  a  twinkling,  after 
he  received  the  supersedeas.  It  was  on 
Saturday  afternoon  that  he  received  his 
commission,  and  before  one  could  say  Jack 
Robinson,  he  sent  Major  Mulligan  hb  dis- 
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missal:  And  from  Saturday  afternoon,  un*> 
til  such  time  this  morning,  as  he  shall  con¬ 
clude  to  qualify  himseltV^tji-:- office  of  clerk 
must  be  vacant.  Mr.  apfiears  to 

have  been  very  eager,  vei^^kharp  set  in¬ 
deed.  1  think  he  Should  at  least  have 
waited  Over  Sunday,  that  he  might  emjiloy 
one  day  to  meditate  in  thankfulness  upon 
his  good  luck:  his  late  worthy  and  pioua 
father  would  not  have  been  so  very  rapid, 
in  such  a  case ! 

Colonel  Robert  MaconU),  aid-de-camp  to 
that  laurelled  warrior,  and  energetic  states¬ 
man,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins — Colonel  Ro- 
bert,  the  first  man  who  ever  undertook  to 
transport  canvass  backs  to  Albany;  and 
who  knows  enough  to  know,  that  the  way 
to  some  people’s  hearts,  b  through  tbeW 
bellies,  succeeds  Col.  Laight  as  clerk  of  the 
sessions !  kissing  goes  not  by  favour ;  but 
MERIT  insures  promotion  !  merit  !  V idb 
1  Colotiel  Macomb ! ! 

Messrs.  Cox  and  Schulls  are  removed  from 
the  Police ;  but  Josiah  Hedden  remains.  I 
cannot  add  another  word  upon  so  nauseous 
a  subject. 

It  b  supposed  that  neither  the  sheriff  nor 
district  altomcy  are  yet  removed.  And 
from  the  known  moderation  of  the  persons 
who  hold  these  offices,  an  opinion  seems  to 
be  gaining  ground;  that  they  will  be  retain¬ 
ed.  Why  not  ?  Such  gentleness  to  them, 
would  not  be  a  whit  more  wonderful  than 
Mr.  Riker’s  appointment that  is,  if  idl  is 
fair  and  square.  The  public  anxiety  on  tlib 
subject  will,  probably,  be  •elieved  in  a  few 
days.  ^ 

“  Among  the  faithless  j  alo,  fimnd  faiiffuV^ 

It  was  rumoured  abou  own,  some  ten 
days  ago,  that  Mr.  Clint,  would  be  re¬ 
moved,  for  that  Rus:gles  hubbardy  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council  of  apjiointment,  had  been 
persuaded  to  vote  against  him,  by  a  promise 
of  the  appointment  of  sheriff.  That  some 
such  overture  wis  likely  to  be  made  to 
him,  by  men  who  regard  offices  merely  as 
articles  of  traffic^  was  clear  enough.  But 
that  Mr.  Hubbard  could  subject  himself  to 
the  infamy  of  so  much  corruption,  I  under¬ 
took,  at  the  time,  to  deny.  I  knew  thb 
gentleman  well,  and  had  known  him  long* 
He  did  not  go  froni  the  limits  of  the  prison 
of  his  county,  to  be  a  raefiiber  of  the  coun-* 
cil ;  and  therefore,  although  he  is  far  from 
being  rich,  1  had  in  him  more  confidence^ 
than  I  could  repose  upon  my  old  fellow 
townsman,  Lucas  Elmendoff.  By  whttt 
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means  this  g^iitlemaR  was  prevailed  upon, 
aiier  holding  out  so  long,  to  abandon 
the  late  mayor,  I  pretend  not  to  divine. 
For  Lucas  is,  in  the  main,  a  clever 
sort  of  man;  had  received  appointments 
(particularly  that  of  distiict  attorney,)  from 
Mr.  Clinton’s  own  vote  ;  and,  if  1  am  not 
much  deceived,  had  been  favoured  with 
important  pecuniary  accommodations  from 
Mr.  Clinton,  or  through  his  influence.  But 
when  a  man  has  been  confined  so  long  for 
debt,  his  pride  is  sometimes  lowered,  and 
the  victim  of  necessity  may  be  pardoned 
for,  perhaps,  Incoming  somewhat  insensible 
to  gratitude  and  dignity.  “  Mif  poverty  md 
not  my  mil  cansentrdy^  was  the  a|)ology  of 
the  poor  apothecary  of  Mantua.  But  what 
it  was  that  prevmled  u.H>n  my  old  friend 
Lucas,  must  remain  a  secret,  until  we  can  I 
ascertain  by  what  means  it  was,  that  Josiah 
Redden  was  kept  in,  and  Richard  Riker  pd 
in. 

Mr.  Rubhard,  though  representing  the 
eastern  district,  has  for  some  time  been  a 
sesident  of  this  city,  and  knew  its  senti¬ 
ments,  and  its  interests.  Turning  neither 
'  to  the  right  hand,  nor  the  left,  unseduced 
by  the  emoluments  of  oftice,  undeterred  by 
tlie  ravings  of  the  Furiosi,  he  remained 
faithful  to  the  end.  He  is  then  an  honest 

•  man — asid  an  honest  tnati  is  the  noblest  work 
'  ^  fiod, 

Mr.  HubbartI  will  cease  to  he  a  senator 
af^er  this  session.  What  will  then  be  his 
'  pursuit,  1  know  not.  Biit,  whatever  it  is, 
he  ought  to  receive,  because  he  deserves, 
the  friendship  and  assistance  of  every  man, 
who  in  these  days  of  anostacy  and  corrup¬ 
tion,  is  delighted  with  the  feu  instances  we 
are  permitted  to  behold,  of  honour  and  in- 

•  tetrrity,in  the  political  transactions  of  de- 

•  Hiocracy. 

The  occasion  which  produced  the  following 
very  able  papers,  w  as  uot  perhaps  one  which 
obtained  them  to  attentive  and  important  a  con¬ 
sideration,  a.s  their  great  merit  entitles  them  to. 
They  are  now  republished,  at  the  request  of  a 
very  worthy  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends ; 
who  will  accept  my  thanks  for  transmitting  them 
to  me.  [Ld.  Examiner. 

To  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

memorial  and  petition  qf  the  Religious  So~ 

defy  of  Friends  (commonly  called  Quakers,) 
Respectfully  show, 

^  That  your  memorialists,  estimating  the  high 
with  which  the  legislatare  will  be  dispos- 


ed  to  consider  every  subject  affbeting  the  |i|rea4 
priuciples  of  civil  or  religious  liberty,  beg  leave 
to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  militia  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  to  the  incompatibility 
which  sometimes  results  between  the  requisi¬ 
tions  of  the  law,  and  the  obligations  of  religious 
duty. 

In  this  enlightened  age  and  country,  and  be¬ 
fore  this  legislature,  your  memorialists  conceive 
it  unnecessary  to  urge  the  unaliejiable  rights  of 
coDscieuce,  or  to  adduce  any  arguments  to  show 
that  the  relations  between  man  and  his  Creator, 
neither  esm,  nor  ought  to  be  prescribed  or  con- 
t routed  by  any  human  authority.  It  is  unneces¬ 
sary,  becaiii^  the  proposition  is  self  evident,  and 
especially  because  it  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
principles,  upon  which  the  civil  and  political  in¬ 
stitutions  of  this  country  are  established.  This 
I  principle  is  recognized  in  the  bill  of  rights  ;  it  is 
coiiHriiied  by  the  law  of  1785,  passed  in  the  en¬ 
lightened  and  liberal  spirit  of  that  instrument; 
and  the  state  itsef,  by  its  convention  which  ra¬ 
tified  the  federalcoDstitutioD.  expressly  d4i‘!are(l, 
that  “  the  liberty  of  conscience  cannot  be  can¬ 
celled.  abridged,  restrained,  or  modified  by  any 
anthoirty  of  the  (Jnited  States.”  The  free  ex¬ 
ercise  of  religion,  therefore,  is  not  merely  tole¬ 
rated  ;  it  is  declared  in  the  most  solemn  form,  it 
is  confirmed  in  the  most  explicit  manner. 

But  the  liberty  of  conscience,  your  memorial¬ 
ists  conceive,  cannot  be  restrict^  to  the  mere 
liberty  of  thinking,  or  to  the.  silent  and^  unseen 
mcKliiications  ol  religions  opinion.  Religion  liai 
duties  to  be  performed,  and  it  points  out  oflencei 
to  be  avoided  ;  its  free  exercise  must  therefore 
consist  in  an  active  compliance  with  its  dictates, 
enforced  by  no  legal  compulsion,  or  restraiued 
by  110  legal  impediment. 

Your  iDemoriafists,  in  common  with  every 
virtuous  citizen,  would  disclaim  any  exemption, 
under  the  colour  of  religious  liberty,  from  the 
universal  obligations  of  moral  duty.  But  the 
law  of  1785,  in  making  “overt  acts”  of  an  in¬ 
jurious  nature  the  limit  of  the  privilege,  and  the 
criterion  of  the  abuse,  removes  all  danger  to  the 
community.  Any  encroachment  on  the  rights 
of  others,  or  viol^ion  of  the  moral  law,  uuder 
pretence  of  liberty  of  conscience  would  im¬ 
mediately  betray  its  own  guilt  and  hypocrisy, 
and  afford  a  legitimate  cause  for  the  interposi¬ 
tion  of  the  civil  authority. 

These  considerations  are  suggested,  as  appH* 
cable  to  the  case  which  is  now  submitted  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  legislature. 

Your  memorialists  are  Christians;  and  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  firm  conviction  that  war  is  for¬ 
bidden  under  the  gospel,  they  cannot  bear  arms- 
To  require  it  under  legal  penalties,  is  fo  rediKe 
them  to  the  alternative  of  refusing  a  complia*)ce 
with  the  laws  of  their  country,  or  of  violating 
what  they  most  solemnly  believe  is  to  them  » 
law  of  God,  clotlied  with  the  same  most  lawful 
sanctions. 

Your  memorialists  plead  no  new  doctrines, 
they  set  np  no  novel  preteiwions.  They 
permission  only  to  practice  the  precepts  of 
8U8  Christ — to  adhere  to  the  principles  wbics 
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prevailed  through  the  first  centuries  of  the 
Christian  dispensation  which  pious  men  through 
every  subsequent  age  have  maintained ;  and 
which  their  predecessors  from  the  time  they 
have  been  known  as  a  religious  society,  under 
various  forms  of  government,  and  through  suf¬ 
ferings  imposed  by  rigorous  and  persecuting 
laws,  have  uniformly  supported.  ' 

ft  is  true  that  in  the  lapse  of  time  the  spirit  of 
persecution  has  faded  before  the  lights  of  tnith. 
Our  own  country,  as  already  stated,  has  been 
particularly  distinguished  for  maintaining  the 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  for 
rejecting  those  of  coercive  law  and  religious  in¬ 
tolerance.  The  very  grievance  to  which  we 
now  solicit  your  attention,  has  been  acknowledg¬ 
ed  and  redressed.  A  legislature,  com(K>sed  of 
enlightened  statesmen  and  sages,  who  had. assist- 
c<l  in  establishing  the  chartered  rights  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  who  hatl  seen  the  principles  which  your 
memorialists  maiutaiii,  tested  through  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  convinced  it  is  believed,  of  their 
siuc^Tity  and  the  Justice  of  their  claim,  exempt- 1 
e<)  them  from  the  obligation  to  bear  arms,  and 
from  certain  tines  and  penalties  which  had  been 
imposed  on  their  non-compliance  with  military 
requisitions.  But  the  laws  are  changed.  They 
now  require  that  your  memorialists,  notwith-! 
standing  the  insuperable  objection  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  scruples,  should  be  trained  to  arms.  Their 
refusal  subjects  them  to  fines,  which,  within 
certain  limitations  are  fixed  at  the  discretion  of 
the  courts  martial,  and  become  in  numerous  in¬ 
stances  exti-emely  oppressive.  Nor  IS  this  all 
— your  memorialists  conceive  that  a  voluntary 
payment  of  a  fine  tmpi>se<l  on  them  for  adhe- 
riMice  to  their  religious  duty,  or  the  receiving  of 
surplus  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  their  pro¬ 
perty  seized  for  the  satisfying  of  these  demands, 
would  be  to  acknowledge  a  delinquency  which 
thev  cannot  admit,  and  to  become  parties  in  a 
traffic  or  cninmntation  of  their  principles. — 
Hence  also  considerable  loss  is  sustained.  And 
notwithstanding  your  memorialists  may  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  many  officers  of  the  government,  in 
these  cases  manifest  great  reluctance,  and  exe¬ 
cute  their  trust  with  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
sufferers ;  yet  there  arc  other  instances,  in  which 
wanton  depredations  are  made  on  the  property 
of  individuals. 

Vour  memorialists  are  aware  that  it  may  be 
said  that  the  law  does  uot  discriminate  between 
them  and  others,  and  that  they  ought  equally  to 
support  the  public  burdens,  and  yield  their  ser¬ 
vices  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state.  This  ob¬ 
jection  supposes  that  a  general  law  cannot  have 
A  partial  or  Unequal  operation,  ft  supposes  too, 
that  what  may  be  deemed  a  national  concern, 
tnay  supercede  the  chytered  rights  and  priri- 
leges  of  the  people.  But  your  memorialists 
cannot  suppose  that  these  principles,  which  in¬ 
deed  are  n»)  other  than  maxims  of  tyranny,  will 
ever  be  deliberately  adopted  or  acted  upon  by 
this  legislature.  If  one  member  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  believe  it  his  duty  to  fight  and  slay  the  ene- 
*nies  of  his  country,  and  if  any  believe  that  be 
Is  prohibited  by  divine  cemmand  froiii  planning 


the  destruction  or  shedding  Ihd  blood  of  bis  feK 
low  creatures;  the  que.'^tion,  as  relates  to  the 
present  subject,  is  not,  which  or  whether  either 
is  wrong,  but  whether  the  law,  commanding  botk 
to  take  airms,  would  not  operate  unequally^  and 
violate  the  rights  of  conscience  ?  It  would 
operate  unequally,  because  it  does  unt  discrimi¬ 
nate  ;  because,  to  the  conscience  of  the' one  it 
would  enjoin  the  performance  of  a  duty ;  to 
that  of  the  other  the  commission  of  a  crime.  It 
would  violate  the  liberty  ot'  conscience,  because 
it  would  compel,  under  pains  and  penalties,  the 
performance  of  an  act,  which  is  b^eved  offen¬ 
sive  to  the  Divine  Being.  Human  authority 
cannot,  like  the  great  searcher  of  hearts,try  the 
spirits  of  mcii  respecting  tiuth  and  error;  it 
cannot  remit  the  penalties  of  sin,  or  cbi>troul 
the  convictions  of  the  heart;  and,  therefore,  in 
this  country  at  least,  the  liberty  of  conscience 
is  wisely  placed  beyond  the  sphere  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  protected  from  the  encroachmeut  of 
any  power  in  the  government. 

it  may  be  recollected  loo,  that  in  every  na¬ 
tion  of  thd  civilized  world  where  this  society 
is  found,  they  profess  and  maintain  the  same 
principles.  That  no  hope  of  reward,  no  dread 
of  punishment,  nor  confiscations,  impi isonments 
or  death,  would  induce  them  to  bear  arms 
against  this  country,  or  in  any  other  cause  what¬ 
ever,  and  that  every  attempt  to  coerce  them 
would  result  on  the  one  side,  in  the  ti  iumph  of 
principle,  however  severely  tested,  and  in  una¬ 
vailing  persecution  on  the  other. 

While  it  is  therefore  evident  that  the  ostensi¬ 
ble  object  of  the  law,  for  training  them  to  arms 
cannot  be  effected,  and  it  is  presumed,  from  tfae 
general  notoriety  of  their  principles,  that  it  is 
not  even  expected  to  be  attained — while  your 
memorialists  believe  that  the  principles  they 
hold  can  in  no  sense  prove  injurious  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  are  persuaded  that  this  legislature 
would  disclaim  the  idea  of  raising  revenue  by 
laws  inflicting  fines  on  the  free  exercise  of  con¬ 
science — they  trust  that  a  privilege  conferred 
by  the  Supreme  Being,  and  by  the  highest  au¬ 
thority  in  this  country  declared  sacred  and  in¬ 
violable,  may  be  safely  expected  from  its  Jus¬ 
tice  and  lil)erality.  They  therefore  respectful¬ 
ly  petition,  that  the  laws  imposing  military  re¬ 
quisitions  and  penalties  for  non-compliance,  may 
be  considered,  as  they  I'espect  your  petitioners, 
and  such  relief  afforded,  as,  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature,  shall  .seem  just  and  necessary. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  a  meeting 
of  tlie  representatives  of  tl)e  aforesaid  society, 
held  in  Dinwiddie  county,  the  17th  of  the  11  til 
month,  1810.  By 

BENJAMIN  BATES, 

CUrk  al  the  thtUm 

The  foUomng  letter  was  otldressed  by  Benjamlii 
Bates t  (bearer  qf  the  above  tnctnorial^J  to  a 
member  of  the  legislature. 

The  friendly  manner  in  which  we  disenssed 
together  the  principles  of  our  memorial,  (now 
before  the  legislature)  iRiluee5  me  t#  bepe,  Miat 
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a  few  sulditioual  observations,  will  receive  a 
candid  and  impartial  consideration. 

It  would  be  useless,  1  apprehend,  in  introdu¬ 
cing  the  subject,  to  enter  into  any  minute  in¬ 
quiry  respecting  the  nature  and  rights  of  men 
in  society ;  or  to  examine  any  of  the  varioii.s 
tlieories  of  government,  to  find  in  how  many 
ways,  those  rights  have  been  abused.  Tlie 
American  people  undei*stand  this  subject.  They 
did  not,  in  establishing  the  empire  of  liberty,  on 
the  basis  of  eqital  larvs^  look  to  the  pittance  of 
privilege,  which  had  in  diilerent  ages,  been  ex¬ 
torted  from  bigotry,  or  wrung  from  the  grasp  of 
power.  No,  they  were  men,  and  conscious  of 
their  rights  ;  they  were  brethren,  and  saw  that 
their  rights  were  equal.  To  preserve  them, 
they  did  not  set  up  human  beings  like  them¬ 
selves,  with  crowns  and  mitres  on  their  heads, 
and  commit  to  their  ambition,  cupidity  aixl  ca¬ 
price,  for  safe  keeping  and  distribution,  tliose 
sacred  immunities  with  which  their  creatur  had 
endowed  them — which  he  had  made  coexistent 
with  mind  itself — inherent  and  unalienable.  It 
was  to  preserve  to  themselves  these  inestimable 
blessings,  to  transmit  them  to  their  children,  to 
guard  them  forever  from  usurpation,  that,  view¬ 
ing  the  whole  ground  of  polity  with  a  discrimi¬ 
nating  eye,  they  declared  irrevocably,  that  con¬ 
science  belongs  to  God^  and  civil  govcmimnt  to 
the  people.  On  this  principle  their  whole  poli¬ 
tical  structure  is  erected,  hence  the  law  erne- 
Dates,  and  every  power  in  the  government  is 
bound  by  its  authority.  So  it  stands  upon  pa¬ 
per  ;  but  how  does  it  operate  in  practice  ?  Is 
the  liberty  of  conscience  indeed  preserved  in¬ 
violate  ?  Do  the  laws  impose  no  other  restraints 
on  religious  freedom,  than  are  sufficient  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  peace  and  order  of  society  ?  Are  none 
of  the  honest,  and  inoffensive  inhabitants  of  this 
commonwealth,  taxed,  fined  or  harrassed  in 
their  persons  or  property,  on  account  of  their 
religious  tenets  These  are  questions  which  the 
patriot  and  statesman  may  ponder,  but  the  an¬ 
swer  is  obvious  and  undeniable  The  liberty  qf 
conscience  is  abridged,  the  laws  do  impose  other 
restraints  than  those  contemplated  by  the  act, 
establishing  religious  freedom” — and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  peaceable  and  useful  citizens  are  exposed 
to  tines  and  penalties,  on  account  of  their  reli^ 
gious  principles.  How  is  this  infraction  of  na 
tural  and  constitutional  right  to  be  accounted 
fi>r  ?  It  will  not  be  said,  that  either  those  peo¬ 
ple  or  their  principles  were  unknown,  when  the 
declaration  of  rights  was  made,  and  the  form  of 
government  established.  It  will  not  be  pretend¬ 
ed,  that  they  were  excluded  from  the  common 
privileges  of  citizens,  and  the  common  rights  of 
humanity.  No,  but  it  is  said  that  the  govern- 
ment  must  be  defended ;  and  they  are  therefore 
enrolled  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  use  of 
the  firelock  and  bayonet,  and  for  acquiring  the  art 
of  indicting  deatli  with  the  greatest  expedition 
and  effect ;  men,  whose  religion  is  a  system 
universal  benevolence ;  who  believe  God  Al¬ 
mighty  forbids  animosity,  revenge  and  violence,; 
gljd  who  arc  assHred,  that  disobedience  to  his 


commands,  involves  drea^vl  and  ttemal  consi>^ 
quences. 

This  society  maintain^  with  the  framers  of 
onr  constitution,  and  in  conformity  with  the  re¬ 
peatedly  declared  sense  of  the  American  people, 
that  government  has  no  right  to  bring  the  laws 
of  God  and  man  into  competition,  and  that  there 
exists  no  authority  in  any  department  thereof, 
to  cancel,  abridge,  restrain  or  modify  the  liberty 
of  conscience.  When  this  declaration  was  solemn¬ 
ly  maiie  the  last  time  by  the  pebple  of  this  state, 
and  reciprocated  by  the  whole  union,  the  society 
of  friends  were  exempt,  by  law,  as  well  as  by  their 
constitiitiouat  privileges,  both  from  militia  duty ^ 
and  personal  service  in  war.  Did  not  the  law 
which  afterwards  subjected  them,  un.ler  heavy 
penalties,  to  all  the  requisitions  of  the  military 
system,  “  abridge**  this  liberty  of  conscience 
which  had  been  thus  solemnly  guaranteed  ?  And 
if  it  did,  ought  not  an  evidence  of  the  fact,  and 
an  ap^ieal  to  the  justice  of  the  country,  be  sufli- 
cient  to  restore  them  to  their  rights  7  The  fact 
is  undeniable — the  app<^ai  is  made,  ami  its  suc¬ 
cess,  perhaps,  ought  not  to  be  doubte«l.  But 
in  the  mean  timt*,  the  subject  is  variously  can¬ 
vassed,  and  many  objections  and  ditticulties  are 
thrown  in  the  way.  We  have  referred,  in  onr 
memorial,  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  as  a  natu¬ 
ral  ami  constitutional  privilege ;  but  we  are 
told  the  liberty  of  conscience  is  an  abstract 
principle,  and  as  such  is  not  to  be  relied  on  in 
particular  cases.  What  is  an  abstract  principle  ? 
Is  it  some  remote  interesting  truth,  which  may 
Ik'.  indifl*ereiitly  remembered  or  forgotten  ?  Or, 
is  it  some  proposition  to  which  the  understand¬ 
ing  assents,  but  which  is  still  to  be  tested  by 
experience  ? 

Now,  it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  the  men, 
selected  by  the  people,  to  mark  out  the  bounda-< 
ries  of  the  law,  and  to  fix  the  limits  of  power 
in  a  great,  free  and  enlightened  nation,  would  s§ 
insignificantly  employ  their  time,  and  abuse, 
thfdr  trust,  as  to  set  down,  as  a  declaration  of 
rights,  any  random  propositions  that  might 
chance  to  occur  to  their  recollection  as  true. — 
The  fathers  of  American  liberty  did  not  attract 
to  themselves  the  gratitude  of  their  country, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  world,  by  writing 
merely  irhai  was  true,  but  for  selecting  the  very 
truths  they  meant  to  establish — for  drawing  an 
insuperable,  unalterable  line  of  separation  be¬ 
tween  those  powers  which  a  free  people  may  con¬ 
fide  in  their  government,  and  these  inherent  and 
uiMiieuable  rights  which  they  retaift  to  them¬ 
selves.  It  was  expressly  for  the  privation  of 
those  rights  that  the  constitution  was  formed. 
Us  barriers  were  laid  strong  and  deep  around 
them  ;  and  whenever  they  are  broken  down,  ty¬ 
ranny  and  oppression  wUI  resume  their  course. 
Nor  can  it  be  thought  that  this  liberty  of  con¬ 
science  was  introduced  as  a  new  or  untried  prin¬ 
ciple.  The  statesmen  of  our  country  were  not 
such  novices  in  the  subject  of  law  and  govern¬ 
ment,  or  so  unacquainted  with  human  nature, 
as  to  suppose,  that  the  rights  of  conscience  had 
never  been  tested.  Nof  would  they,  if  such  had 
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f>ccn  their  opinion,  expose  the  nation  to  dilfiful-  congenial  with  oiir  habits  of  thinking,  to  suppose 
ties  and  danger  by  a  novel  and  presumptuous  that  the  mind  may  be  fettered  by  putting  a 
experiment.  No — these  men  understood  their  chain  upon  the  leg,  or  that  a  man’s  heart  can  be 
subject.  Its  nature,  its  history,  and  its  impor>  divested  of  its  convictions,  by  a  warrant  to  tak^ 
tance  were  familiar  to  their  minds.  They  knew  his  cattle. 

how  readily  the  pride  of  opinion,  and  the  pos-  But  admitting,  that  the  liberty  of  conscience 
session  of  power  combine,  to  produce  intole-  is  both  a  natural  and  constitutional  right,  and 
ranee — they  knew  that  a  denial  of  their  rights  that  it  is  physically  impossible  to  eontroul  the 
constitutes  the  worst  species  of  tyranny.  Na-  free  agency  of  the  mind,  still  it  is  contended,  an 
tions  have  groaned  for  ages  under  its  influences,  expedient  may  be  found  which  shall  protect 
and  to  preserve  this  country  from  a  similar  fate,  those  rights  from  violation,  and  at  the  saute  time 
they  held  forth  the  right  of  conscience — not  as  satisfy  the  law,  which  would  otherwise  infringe 
an  abstract  metaphysical  notion^  but  as  a  living  them. 

indestructible  privilege,  of  w'hich  no  law  should  Thus,  if  the  legislature  enjoin  the  perfor- 
ever  deprive  a  citizen  ?  mance  of  certain  duties,  on  which  it  is  sappos  d 

But  why  was  it  necessary  to  guard  those  rights  the  very  existence  of  government  depends,  and 
with  such  anxious  solicitude?  Why  enshrine  those  duties  happen  to  interfere  with  the  consti- 
them  in  the  constitution,  and  protect  them  with  tutional  rights  of  any  individual,  let  that  indivN 
such  jealous  care  from  the  jxiw’ers  of  the  legisla-  dual  pay  an  equivalent,  and  be  excused.  If  it 
ture  ?  Is  not  the  government  derived  from  the  be  a  military  service,  for  instance,  and  his  relw 
people  ?  Is  it  not  administered  by  their  agents,  gious  principles  forbid  him  to  tight,  let  him  pay 
and  solely  for  their  benefit?  And  cannot  the  a  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  make  the 
people  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  their  tax  equal  to  the  military  service.  The  argii- 
own  privileges  ?  The  answer  is  plain — a  gov-  ment  fairly  stated,  stands  thus  .'—The  legislature 
ernment  of  the  people  is  necessarily  a  govern-  shall  not  restrain  the  free  exercise  of  conscience, 
ment  of  the  majority,  but  the  majority,  if  they  but  they  may  l^y  a  fine  upon  the  advantages  dc- 
aie  not  bound  by  constitutional  restraints,  may,  rived  from  the  exemption, 
in  securing  their  own  rights,  overlook  or  violate  Have  1  any  objection  to  the  support  of 
the  rights  of  others.  But  would  it  not  be  mock-  schools?  Far  from  it.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
ery  to  tell  the  minority,  under  those  circumstan-  knowledge  and  virtue  difliised  anaong  the  lower, 
ces,  that  they  ought  not  to  complain — that  their  classes  of  society.  I  would  cheerfully  pay  an 
country  is  a  free  republic,  and  themselves  inte-  equal  tax  for  the  purpose,  and  might  be  dispo- 
gral  parts  of  the  sovereign  authority?  Would  sed  to  encourage  it  by  a  voluntary  contribution, 
they  not  be  sensible,  that  their  rights  and  liber-  But  when  I  pay  a  partial  tax — a  fine,  I  am  nei- 
ties  depended  on  the  will,  and  lay  at  the  mercy  ther  discharging  the  common  duties  of  a  citizc% 
of  individuals,  and  that,  however,  many  or  few  nor  doing  an  act  of  benevolence ;  I  am  paying 
those  indivhUials  might  be,  and  under  whatever  what  is  considered  by  the  government  as  a  debt; 
forms  their  proceedings  might  be  conducted,  an  and  for  what  consideration  ?  Plainly  for  being 
arbitrary  government  is  still  despotism,  and  the  allowed  the  liberty  of  conscience.  But  I  do 
subjects  of  it  are  slaves  ?  Hence  the  necessity  of  not  desire  the  lilierty  of  conscience  from  the  go- 
coustitutional  restraints :  and  when  those  are  vernment ;  I  hold  it  by  a  tenure  antecedent  to 
properly  established ;  w  hen  government  simply  the  institutions  of  civil  society — it  was  secured 
occupies  the  ground  on  which  it  is  placed,  and  to  me  in  the  social  compact,  and  was  neversub- 
exercisesoldy  the  powers  which  have  been  sub-  mitted  to  the  legislature  at  all;  they  have, 
milted  to  its  direction,  the  decisions  of  the  ma-  therefore,  no  privilege  to  grant  or  withhold  at 
jority  become  the  legitimate  rules  of  action,  and  their  pleasure,  and  certainly  no  pretence  of 
every  member  of  the  coraraunity  (whatever  may  right  or  authority  to  sell  it  for  a  price.  It  ap- 
be  his  opinion  of  their  wi'idora  or  experience)  pears  then,  that  this  exclusive  tax  for  tlie  siip- 
is  bound  to  obi  y  them.  This  is  presumed  to  be  port  of  schools  Is  a  groundless  and  bppressive  de- 
the  true  definition  of  a  free  goverament.  But  maud.  It  is  a  muster  fine  in  disguise,  and  vio* 
of  what  avail,  under  any  form  of  government,  is  lates  the  very  principle  it  seemed  to  respect.— 
the  attempt  to  enslave  the  mind  ?  As  soon  would  But  is  it  not  unreasonable,  it  is  asked,  that  our 
the  academy  devise  means  to  arrest  or  eontroul  fellow  citizens,  who  believe  war  to  be  allowable 
the  revolutions  of  the  solar  system,  as  the  legis-  and  necessary,  should  be  subjected  to  the  hard- 
lature  of  any  country  find  laws  that  would  bind  ships  and  privations  incident  to  the  training  and 
the  free  spirit  of  man.  How  long  has  tyranny  service,  while  we,  under  the  protection  of 
tortured  its  invention,  and  varied  the  apparatus,  our  religions  privileges  enjoy  complete  exempt 
for  discovering  this  grand  desideratum  ?  Creeds,  tion  ? 

tests,  and  anathemas  have  been  tried.  Stripes,  We  answer,  no.  If  those  citizens  do  believe 
fetters,  and  dungeons,  have  done  their  best,  that  war  is  necessary  lor  their  defence,  if  ther 
Backs,  flames,  and  gibbets,  have  exhausted  all  conceive  it  to  be  their  duty  and  their  interest 
their  powers,  and  all  have  ended  in  miserable  to  fight — if  it  accords  with  their  religions  pritt- 
disappointment.  And  is  it  not  difficult  to  con-  ciples  to  repel  aggressions  by  the  sword — if  in 
•^'ive  how  the  notion  ever  came  to  be  entertain-  the  full  exercise  of  their  privileges,  they  giv6 
^  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  ?  The  genius  of  our  to  the  government  authority  to  cominand  them 
wuntry  did  not  borrow  even  the  mildest  fea-  in  these  services,  this  is  their  own  act,  and  tb«y 
tnre  of  such  a  system ;  and  it  U  certainly  net  caimet  complain  of  the  consequences*  ^ 
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Blit  a  mail  is  not  the  judge  of  his  neighbour’s 
conscience,  and  if  the  powers  they  surrender 
for  theinselres,  involve  constilulional  privileges, 
they  are  binding  only  on  those  who  have  con¬ 
sented  to  them. 

May  1  inquire  what  it  is  that  constitqtes  the 
obligation  to  6ght  for  one’s  country  ?  1  mean  to 
apply  the  question  to  a  free  jieopie,  for  under  a 
despotism  the  wijl  of  the  master  is  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  the  slave.  What  is  it  then  in  a  free 
country  that  induces  a  man  to  go  to  war  ?  Is 
it  tlie  protection  of  his  rights  ?  But  what  rights 
lias  he  to  protect,  whose  most  essential  privi¬ 
leges  are  already  wrested  from  him  ?  Or  is  it 
the  interest  which  every  individual  feels  in  pre¬ 
serving  his  property,  his  home,  his  children,  his 
friends  ?  Have  not  all  some  interesting  attach¬ 
ments  ?  Have  not  all  soqie  endearing  objects 
that  cling  about  the  heart  ?  And  is  not  the  ag¬ 
gregate  of  those  their  country  ?  Every  man, 
tlierefore,  engaged  by  common  consent  in  a  de¬ 
fensive  war,  considers  that  be*  is  fighting  for 
himself  and  his  domestic  enjoyments.  His 
home  is  identified  with  his  cotmiry,  and  he  is 
using  those  means  which  his  own  reason  and  con- 
science  approve,  for  its  defence.  We  too  have 
homes,  ami  a  little  property,  and  children,  and 
friends,  whose  welfare  is  dearer  tlian  life.  We 
too  connect  them  with  our  country,  and  for  their 
preservation,  would  make  any  sacrifice  which 
our  reason  and  conscience  would  approve.  But 
these  forbid  us  to  fight. 

The  power  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  all 
onr  enjoyments,  and  whose  divine  providence  is 
their  l^st  protection,  has  not  committed  to  us 
the  right  to  destroy  our  fellow  creatures,  or  to 
seek  the  redress  of  our  wrongs  by  the  sliedding 
of  human  blood.  But  we  know  that  be  has 
communicated  to  man  a  principle  capable  of 
silencing  war  and  violence.  There  is,  ray  friend, 
in  the  religion  taught  by  Jesus  Christ,  a  power 
able  to  reconcile  us  to  Ck>d  and  to  one  another. 
It  can  divest  the  heart  that  receives  it  of  its 
propensities  to  wrongs  and  violence  ;  and  im¬ 
plant  in  their  place  the  disposition  to  siifier 
wrongs  and  violence  for  its  sake.  Thousands  of 
living  witnesses  bear  testimony  to  this  divine 
principle — ihotisaudg  who  would  suffer  any  pri¬ 
vation  or  punishment,  rather  than  impede,  by . 
ibeir  example^  its  induence  and  increase.  And 
ought  it  not  to  console  the  friend  of  his  country, 
and  of  his  species,  to  its  growth,  and  to  be 
assured  by  indubitable  evidence,  that  it  is  pos- 
aible,  in  it  support,  to  return  good  for  evil,  to 
love  even  our  very  enemies,  and  for  man,  fo  all 
situations,  to  be  the  friend  of  man. 

REPORT 

RESPECTING  THE  SINKING  FUND. 

Treasury  Department,  Feb.  24,  1815. 

Sir — 1  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
a  proposition  to  provide  for  paying  the  interest, 
and  gradually  reducing  the  stock  debt,  which 
b^n  orated  daruig  the  late  war.  It  was 


my  intention  to  have  accompanied  this  commu¬ 
nication  with  tables,  illustrating,  in  detail,  the 
operation  of  the  sinking  fund,  as  well  as  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  present  proposition ;  but  various 
causes  render  the  performance  of  this  task  im¬ 
practicable  before  the  adjournment  of  congress ; 
and  1  cannot  do  better,  than  to  refer  to  the  re¬ 
port  which  was  made  by  the  treasury  depart¬ 
ment  to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  9th 
of  April,  1808,  exhibiting  explanatory  state¬ 
ments  and  notes  of  the  public  debt,  its  increase 
or  decrease,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1791,  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1803,  I  shall,  therefore,  con¬ 
fine  my  views  to,  1st,  the  general  state  of  the 
public  debt  before  tiie  war;  2d,  the  general 
state  of  the  public  debt  contracted  since  the 
war;  and,  3d,  the  particular  provision  to  be 
now  made  for  the  last  description  of  the  public 
debt. 

On  the  31st  December,  1814,  the  amount 
of  the  public  debt,  created  before  the  war,  may 
be  estimated  at  $39,905,183  06,  and  it  consist¬ 
ed  of  the  following  particulars  : 

1.  Old  6  per  cent. 
sto(;k,  the  nomi¬ 
nal  amount  being  17,250,371  39 

or  which  there  had 

beeu  reimbursed  12,879,283  78 

Leaving  due  on  the 
31st  December, 

1814  $4,871,587  61 

2.  Deferred  six  per 
cent,  stock,  the 
nominal  amount 

being  9,358,320  35 

Of  which  there  had 

beeu  reimbursed  3,971,148  36 


Leaving  due  on  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1814  5,387,171  99 

3.  Three  per  cent,  stock  16,158,177  34 

4.  Exchanged  6  per  cent,  stock 

under  thS  act  of  1812  2,984,746  72 

5.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1 796  80,000 

6.  Louisiana  6  per  cent,  stock  10,923,500 


Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of 
the  public  debt,  contracted  be¬ 
fore  the  war,  due  ou  the  31st  of 
December,  1814  39,905.183  66 


Upon  the  principles  and  estimates  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  report  oji*  the  9th  of  April,  1808,  it  was 
computed, 

1.  That  on  the  Igt  of  Jan.  1808, 

the  public  debt  amounted  to  64,700,000 

2.  If,  therefore,  the  amount  of  the 

public  debt  eoipputed  to  be  due 
on  the  31st  December,  1814,  be 
deducted,  to  vtxi :  39,905,183  66 


The  amount  redeemed  between 
1st  of  January,  1808,  and  the 
31  st  of  December*  1814,  may  be 
estimated  at  "  "  *  24,794,816  34 
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The  e^abtishmoBt  of  a  Kinking  fund  to  redeem 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  was  coeval  with , 
the  funding  system  of  1790;*  but  the  payoiHit 
of  the  interest  of  the  debt  was  not  chained  upon 
that  fund  until  1802.  The  amount  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  was  increased,  during  several  of  the 
years  that  intervened  between  January,  1791, 
and  January,  1803;  and  the  sinking  fund  was 
enriched  at  various  periods,  by  the  assignment 
of  additional  revenues.  The  acts  of  the  8th  of 
May,  1792,  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  the  29th  of 
Apiil,  1802,  and  the  10th  of  November,  1803, 
form,  however,  the  principal  basis  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  sinking  fund,  providing  for  the  annual  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  interest,  as  well  as  for  the  gradual 
redemption  *of  the  debt. 

Under  the  authority  of  these  acts  of  congress, 
the  sinking  fund  amounts  to  the  sum  of  8,000,000 
dollars  annually,  which  at  this  time  is  supplied 
foom  the  following  sources : 

1.  From  the  interest  on  such  parta 
of  the  public  debt  as  have  been 
reimbursed,  or  paid  off,  and 
which,  at  present  amounts  to 

the  sum  of  $1,969,577  64 

2.  From  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  (exclusive 
of  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi 
territory,  which,  as  yet,  belong 
to  the  state  of  Georgia,)  esti¬ 
mated  annually  at  the  sura  of  800,000  00 

3*  From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on 
impoi*ts  and  tonnage,  to  make 
the  annual  sum  of  $8,000,000 
fSKtimated  at  about  5,230,422  30 

$8,000,000  00 

II.  On  the  31st  December,  1814,  the  amount 
•f  the  public  debt,  created  since  the  war,  (inde¬ 
pendent  of  temporary  loans  and  issues  of  trea¬ 
sury  ootes,)  may  be  estimated  at  $49,780,322  13 

And  it  consisted  of  the  following  particulars  : 

1.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812, 

(the  eleven  million  loan)  7,710,000  00 

2.  Six  per  cent  stock  of  1813,  (the 

sixteen  million  loan)  18,100,377  51 

.3.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  (the 
seven  million  five  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  loan)  8,498,583  50 

4.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  (the 
loan  of  ten  millions,  part  of  the 
loan  authorized  for  twenty-five 

millions)  9,919,476  25 

5.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814, 

(the  loan  of  six  millions,  part  of 
the  loan  authorized  for  twenty- 

five  millions)  4,342,875  00 

$48,580,312  26 

But  it  is  proper  to  bring  into 
view  here,  the  additional  six  per 
cent,  stock,  which  will  be  created 
in  consequence  of  contracts  de¬ 
pending  OB  the  31st  of  Bteefliherf 


1814,  to  be  completed  in  1815,  tii 
wit : 

1.  The  committee 
of  defence  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  con¬ 
tracted  to  loan 
$100,000  to  for¬ 
tify  the  island  in 

River  Delaware,  j 

called  the  Pea 
Patch,  for  six  per 
cent,  stock  at  par 
.  which  will  be  is¬ 
sued  under  the 
act  of  March, 

1812,  100,006 

2.  The  corporation 
of  N.  York  con- 
tracted  to  ad¬ 
vance  money  for 
fortifications  sup^ 
phes,  Sic,  at  New- 
York, on  the  terms 
of  the  six  milliou 
loan,  and  the  a- 
mouiit  being  li¬ 
quidated,  six  per 

cent,  stock  has  ^ 

been  ordered  for  1,100>009  87 

- -  1,200,009  8? 

$49,780,322  13 


There  are,  however,  other  contracts  for  loans, 
made  through  the  medium  of  the  war  depart¬ 
ment,  which  have  been  recognized  at  tlie  trea¬ 
sury,  to  be  paid  iu  six  per  cent,  stock,  but  which 
have  not  been  so  liquidated,  as  to  furnish  n 
ground  to  estimate  their  anoount. 

The  six  per  cent,  stock,  which  was  issued  un¬ 
der  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  amount* 
iug  to  $3,000,000,  aud  sent  to  Eprope,  has  not 
b^n,  and  probably  will  not  be  sold.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  omitted  in  the  present  estimates. 

Besides  tlie  funded  debt,  above  stated,  there 
have  been  contracted  debts  to  the  amount  of 
19,002,800  dollars,  upon  temporary  loans,  aud 
upon  the  issues  of  treasury  notes,  consisting  of 
the  following  particulars  : 

1.  Temporary  loans  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  under  the  act  of  March, 

1812,  (of  which  the  sum  of 
500,000  dollars  became  due  in 
December,  1814,  and  remains 
unpaid  ;  and  ot‘  which  50,000 
dollars  will  be  payable  in  the 

year  1817,  (for  $550,009 

2.  Treasury  notes  had  been  issu¬ 
ed  or  ordered  on  the  20th  F^ 
bruary,  1815, 

(1.)  Payable  on  or 
before  the  Ist  Ja¬ 


nuary,  1815,  due 
and  impaid,  priu* 
eipal* 


2,799,200 
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(2)  Payable  tio^'  the 
Ht  of  Jan.  1815, 

due  and  unpaid,  620,000 

(3)  Payable  almost 
daily,  from  the 
11th  of  March,  to 
and  including  the 

1st  January,  1816,  7,227,280 

(4)  Payable  from  the 
mb  of  January, 
to  and  including 
the  1st  March, 

1816,  7,806,320 

- 18,452,800 

Making  floating  public  debt,'  in 
temporary  loans  and  issues  of 
treasury  notes.  19,002,800 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  fund¬ 
ed  debt  49,780,322  13 

And  the  whole  of  the  ascertained 
amount  of  debt  created  during 
the  war.  is  the  sum  of  68,783,122  13 

The  geneval  claims  for  militia  services  and 
giip;>lie&,  arising  under  the  authority  of  tlie  hi- 
dividual  states,  as  well  as  of  the  United  States, 
have  heeii  partially  exhibited  ;  but  neither  the 
principle  of  settlement,  nor  the  amount  of  the 
claims,  can  at  this  time  be  stated. 

111.  In  suggesting  provisions  to  pay  the  inte¬ 
rest  and  gradually  to  reduce  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt,  contracted  since  the  declara¬ 
tion  of.war^  the  inconyeuience,  which  has  been 
introduced,  by  making  the  payment  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes  a  charge 
upon  the  sinking  fund,  is  greatly  to  be  lamented. 
The  trea'iiiry  notes  were  in  their  design,  and 
ought  to  be  in  their  use,  a  f  pecies  of  circulating 
m^ium;  but  it  is  evident  that  a  sinking  fund  of 
8,000,000  of  dollars,  could  never  supply  the 
means  of  paying  the  prior  claims,  and,  also,  of 
discharging  punctually  the  whole  of  the  princi¬ 
pal,  as  well  as  the  interest,  of  annual  issues  of 
treasury  notes,  amounting  to  eight  or  ten  mil¬ 
lions  o<*  dollars.  It  is  indispensable,  therefore, 
to  the  free  and  beneflcial  operation  of  the  sink¬ 
ing  fuud,  that  it  should  he  disengaged,  as  soon 
as  possible  from  this  burden.  The  means  of 
disengaging  it  are,  1st  by  the  payment  of  the 
treasury  notes  out  of  the  current  revenue ;  or 
^2'],  by  fiiudins  them  upon  reasonable  terms,  un¬ 
der  the  act  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  authorize 
a  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815 ;  and  these 
means,  it  is  believed,  will  be  efiectiial. 

The  sinking  fund,  being  thus  emancipated 
from  the  treasury  note  debt,  would  be  siiflicient, 
4n  ISl.^,  for  the  Interest  and  reimbursement  of 
fhe  stock  Cl  eated  belbre  the  war ;  for  the  interest 
of  The  loan  to  be  raised  ttir  the  present  year, 
either  in  niv%ney,  or  by  converting  the  treasu^ 
note  debt  into  %tock  debt.’  Thus, 

1.  The  sinking  fund  amounts  to  $8,000,€pQ 

2.  1'he  interest  and  '  . 
re  imbursement  of 

stocks  created  be-  , 

lore  the  war,  will 

requiriu  sum  of  $3,4^2,776  46 


3.  The  interest  on  "  7  ' 

the  stocks  creat-  ^ 

ed  since  the  war 

(computed  on  the 

above  sum  of  ,  . 

49,780,322 13  dol- 
lars)  and  includ¬ 
ing  7,968  dollars, 
payable  for  annu¬ 
ities,  will  require 
a  sum  of  2,994,787  32 

4.  The  interest  on 
tlie  loan  for  1815 . 

(computed  to  ava- 
rage  a  half-year’s 
interest  on  the 
Slim  of  11,500,000 
dollars  being  the 
estimated  amount 
of  the  treasury 
notes,  which  may 
be  converted  into 
stocks)  will  re¬ 
quire  a  sum  of  345,000 

5.  But  there  must  - 
be  added,  the  in¬ 
terest  and  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  tempo¬ 
rary  loans  due  and 
unpaid,  which 

w  ere  obtained  un¬ 
der  the  authority 

to  borrow,  granted  • 

by  the  act  of  the 

—  March,  1812, 

amounting  for 

1815,  to  the  sum 

of  533,000 

- 7,325,562  78 

And  would  leave  a - 

surplus  of  $674,437  22 

It  appears,  on  this  view  of  the  sinking  fund, 
(independent  of  the  operation  of  the  past  year,) 
that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  674,437  22  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  further  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
the  principal,  both  of  the  old  and  new  public 
debt.  But  this  can  only  be  uow  done,  by  pur¬ 
chases  in  the  market. 

The  proposition  to  be,  at  this  time,  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  in  relation  to  the  stock  debt  created 
since  the  war,  involves  the  following  points  : 

1.  That  provision  be  made  for  the  payment, 
or  for  the  funding,  of  the  treasury  note  debt,  so 
as  to  relieve  the  sinking  fund  from  the  charge. 

2.  That  the  sinking  lund  be  applied  in  the 
Jirst  place,  to  the  interests  and  reimbursement 
of  the  old  SIX  per  cent  stock,  according  to  the 
existing  laws. 

3.  That  the  sinking  fund  be  applied,  in  the 
second  place,  to  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interests  of  the  temporary  lo^,  obtained 
under  the  act  of  March,  1812. 

4.  That  the  sinking  fund  be  applied,  in  the 
third  place,  to  Uie  payment  of  the  interest  ac¬ 
cruing  upon  the  stock  ^bt  created  since  the 
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3.  That  the  annual  surplus  of  the  sinking  i  with  a  grateful  rccolleetion  of  the  service  which 
fhnd,  after  satisfying  the  above  objects,  be  ap>lthat  force  has  rendered  to  the  nation.  In  the 
plied  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock  created  since -  first  movenaents  of  the  late  war,  the  achieve- 
the  war  ;  and  that  the  interest  upon  the  stock  •  ments  of  the  navy  excited  admiration  and  coo* 
annually  purchased,  be  added,  from  time  to  |  fidence  throughout  the  United  States,  shedding 
time,  to  that  appropriation,  for  tlie  purpose  of  I  a  lasting  splendour  upon  the  American  arms, 
making  new  purchases.  j  Victory  has  invariably  been  the  result  of 

After  the  present  year,  there  is  reason  .to' our  naval  combats  with  an  equal  force;  and  even 
presume,  that  the  public  revenue  will  conside-  when  the  surrender  to  a  superior  force  has 
rably  exceed  the  public  expenditure,  and,  con-  \  proved  unavoidable,  it  must  be  acknowledged  by 
seqiieutly  that  the  necessity  of  borrowing  will  jthe  world,  that  those  who  have  gained  the  ship, 
cease.  At  that  period,  a  more  satisfactory  view  ‘have  not  always  gained  the  gloiy  of  the  battle, 
may  l)e  taken  of  the  subject,  than  can  be  taken  j  Co-operating  with  their  brave  and  patriotic 
while  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  remains,  in  i  brethren  of  the  army,  the  oflScers  and  crews  of 


some  measure,  unascertained  ;  the  operation  • 
and  product  of  the  new  taxes,  as  well  as  of  the 
impost  upon  the  revival  of  commerce,  are  con¬ 
jectural,  and  the  legislative  intention  respecting 
the  peace  establishment,  have  not  been  declar¬ 
ed.  ' 

Since,  therefore,  the  existing  sinking  fund 
(being  relieved,  in  the  manner  before  intimated 
from  the  incumbrance  of  the  treasury  note  debt) 
is  already  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  in¬ 
terest  on  the  stock  created  since  the  war,  and 
will  be  sulficieut  for  that  purpose,  besides  pay¬ 
ing  the  interest,  and  the  annual  reimbursement 
of  the  stock  created  before  the  war,  I  respect¬ 
fully  propose,  that  no  further  step  be  taken 
during  the  present  session  of  congress,  than  to 
authorize  subscription  of  treasury  notes  to  the 
loan  which  is  now  under  legislative  consideration 
and  to  direct  the  surplus  of  the  sinking  fund  to 
be  applied  to  purchases  of  the  stock  created 
since  the  war,  for  the  emolument  of  tlie  fund. 
But  it'will  be  proper  to  confine  the  benefit  of 
subscribing  to  the  loan  to  such  treasury  notes 
only  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  issued  under  the 
acts  which  render  them  a  charge  upon  the  sink¬ 
ing  fuml,  namely,  the  acts  of  the  ^th  of  June, 
1812  ;  of  the  25th  of  February,  1813,  and  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1814  ;  and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  should  be  authorized  to  designate  the 
notes  to  be  received  in  subscription,  from  time 
to  time,  according  to  the  date  of  the  issues. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectably,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

/F.  Eppes,  Esqr,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  mays  and  means. 

Copy  (f  a  letter  from  the  secretary  qf  the  navy 
to  the  committee  of  mays  aud  means  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Navy  Department,  Feb.  28,  1815, 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  an  estimate  of  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  navy,  reduced  Jo  the  demands  of 
an  establishment,  accommodated  to  all  the  ef- 
Ihctsofthe  peace  with  Great  Britain,  but  at  the 
si^me  time  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  against  the  actual  hostilities  of  the 
I^y  of  Algiers. 

The  act  that  proposes  the  reduction  of  any 
pJrt  of  the  naval  force,  is  naturally  accoiTi[>aiiied 


the  American  vessels  of  war  have  greatly  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  honourable  restoration  of  peace  ; 
and,  ivhatever  might  be  the  general  policy  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  naval  establishment,  it  must  be  uni¬ 
versally  a  lavourite  object  to  secure  lor  those 
meritorious  citizens  a  participation  in  the  bless¬ 
ings  which  tliey  have  conferred  upon  tlieir  coun¬ 
try. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  re¬ 
commending  to  your  attention  the  bill  which, 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  senate,  for  cre¬ 
ating  the  rank  of  admiral  in  our  naval  service. 
The  measure  is  suited  to  the  existing  naval  es¬ 
tablishment,  and  appears  to  be  necessary,  not 
only  as  the  means  of  furnishing  commanders  ol' 
proper  rank  Ibr  our  squadrons,  but  as  the  means 
of  bestoiving  professional  distinction  and  reward 
upon  the  distinguished  veterans  of  the  navy.  It 
has  been  seen  and  lamented,  that  for  want  of 
this  grade  of  command,  the  gallantry  of  a  sub¬ 
ordinate  officer  could  be  rewarded  by  promo¬ 
tion,  while  his  gallant  superior  officer 'must  re¬ 
main  stationary. 

The  protection  of  commerce  against  the  hos¬ 
tilities  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  will  require  that 
a  strong  squadron  shall  be  stationed,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Alge¬ 
rine  naval  force  is  believed  to  consist  of  four 
frigates,  four  corvettes,  four  sloops  of  war,  and 
twenty  gunboats;  but  these  vessels  will  be  co¬ 
vered  and  aided  by  the  powerful  batteries,  which 
defend  the  harbour  of  Algiers.  To  secure  suc¬ 
cess  in  our  operations,  therefore,  and  to  com¬ 
mand  the  general  respect  ol*  the  Barbary  pow¬ 
ers,  it  is  proposed,  that  the  American  squadron 
shall  consist  of  two  seventy-fours,  six  frigates, 
three  sloops  of  war,  and  six  or  eight  small  arm¬ 
ed  vessels ;  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
the  expedition  accompanies  this  communica¬ 
tion.  If,  however,  congress  should  not  contem¬ 
plate  a  maritime  w  ar  against  Algiers,  and  should 
not  be  disposed  to  increase  the  naval  establish¬ 
ment,  a  difierent  course  must  be  pursued.  The 
three  seventy-fours  (of  which  I  w  o  may  be  soon 
completed  for  sea,  at  a  small  addtion.il  expense) 
should  be  perfected  in  their  guns  and  equip¬ 
ments,  and  laid  up  in  ordinary  so  as  to  lie  ready 
for  service  upon  the  first  emergency.  Four  fri¬ 
gates  should  always  be  manned  and  ready  for 
sea ;  and  should  be  deemed  to  be  in  actual  ser¬ 
vice,  together  with  four  sloops  of  war,  four  small 
armed  vessels  (to  be  principally  employed  as 
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dispatch  vessels}  and  two  gpinboats  in  each  prin¬ 
cipal  pott. 

The  flotilla  may  be  discharged,  and  the  gun¬ 
boats  (with  the  exception  provided  for)  and  the 
barges,  may  be  generally  laid  up  or  sold,  as  the 
president  shall  deefla  most  expedient. 

The  ships  and  vessels  on  the  lakes,  or  on  the 
stocks  for  the  lake  service,  may  also  be  laid  up 
or  sold,  as  the  president  shall  direct.  But  it  is 
respectfuily  suggested,  that  no  greater  reduction 
of  our  naval  establishment  ought,  at  this  time, 
to  be  made. 

The  destinies  of  the  nation  appear  to  be  inti¬ 
mately  connected  with  her  maritime  power  and 
prosperity ;  and  as  the  creation  of  a  navy,  is  not 
nwork  to  be  quickly  performed,  it  seems  neces¬ 
sary,  not  only  to  cherish  our  existing  resources, 
but  to  augment  them  gradually  and  steadily. 

The  purchase  of  timber,  the  casting  of  guns, 
'and  the  collection  of  all  the  other  materials  for 
building  and  equipping  vessels  of  war  at  safe  and 
convenient  places,  are  objects  of  the  greatest 
importance  ;  and  the  annual  construction  of  at 
least  one  seventy-four  and  two  frigates,  is  re¬ 
commended  upon  principles  of  economy  as  well 
as  of  policy.  Smaller  vessels  of  war  can  be 
built  as  the  occasions  occur,  but  these  require 
time  and  care. 

Contracts,  for  a  supply  of  two  hundred  heavy 
counon,  to  be  delivered  at  New-York,  Boston, 
or  Portsmouth,  (which  afibrd  at  all  times  in  out¬ 
let  to  the  ocean)  might  be  advantageously  form¬ 
ed. 

To  these  general  views,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
nn  appropriation,  for  the  purchase  of  the  vessels 
captured  by  Commodore  Macdonough  on  Lake 
Champlain  is  necessary  ;  and,  as  the  estimated 
value  cannot  be  now  ascertained,  tbe  appropria¬ 
tion  may  be  made  for  such  sum,  as  shall  be  set¬ 
tled  and  agreed  upon,  with  the  approbation  of 
tbe  president. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed,) 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
ffon,  J.  W.  Eppes^  chairman  ef  the  commitee 
ways  aud  means,  house  of  representalives. 


REPORT 

ON  THE  RETJLIATING  SYSTEM,  S(c. 

IN  SENATE,  MARCH  3,  1813. 
The  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  26th  of  September 
last,  respecting  the  unauthorized  mode  of  war- 
fkre  adopted  by  the  enemy,  on  the  plea  of 
retaliation,  report : 

That,  although  the  war  has  happily  termina¬ 
ted,  they  deem  it  important  to  rescue  the  Arne- 
xican  government  from  unworthy  imputations, 
with  which  it  has  been  assailed  during  its  pro¬ 
gress.  They  have,  therefore,  endeavoured  tc 
ascertain,  whether  the  destruction  of  York,  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  the  other  cases  assumed  by 
our  late  enemy,  as  authorizing  a  departure  from 
the  settled  rule  of  civilized  warfare,  were  of  a 
'Character  to  jnstify  or  extenuate  their  eondnet. 


The  result  of  the  inquiries  of  the  committee; 
manifesting  to  the  world,  that  the  plea  which 
has  been  advanced  for  tbe  destruction  of  the 
American  capitol,  and  the  plunder  of  private 
property,  is  without  ibuudation,  will  be  found  in 
the  communications  of  the  secretaries  of  the  de¬ 
partments  of  war  and  navy,  and  of  General  Dear¬ 
born,  commander  of  the  American  forces  in  the 
attack  on  York,  herewith  submitted. 

Department  of  State,  Feb.  28,  1815. 

Sir — I  have  had  tbe  honour  to  receive  your 
letter,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  tbe  committee 
of  foreign  relations,  any  information  which  this 
department  possesses,  relative  to  the  miscon¬ 
duct  that  has  been  imputed  to  tbe  American 
troops  in  Upper  Canada  during  the  late  war, 
and  in  reply  1  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  the 
charges  appear  to  be  confined  to  three.  1st, 
the  alleged  burning  of  York;  2d,  the  burning  of 
Newark,  aud  3d  the  burning  of  the  Indian  vil¬ 
lages  usually  called  the  Moravian  towns. 

1st.  The  burning  of  York,  or  of  any  of  its 
public  edifices,  or  of  any  of  its  private  houses, 
has  never  been  presented  to  the  view  of  the  A- 
merican  geverument  by  its  own  officers,  as  mat¬ 
ter  of  information  ;  and  it  never  was  exhibited 
by  the  British  government,  or  any  of  its  officers, 
as  matter  of  complaint :  until  it  was  asserted  in 
the  address  of  the  governor  in  chief  to  the  pro¬ 
vincial  parliament  of  Canada,  on  the  24th  of 
January,  1815,  **  that,  as  a  just  retribution,  the 
proud  capitol  at  Washington,  has  experienced  a 
similar  fate  to  that  inflicted  by  an  American 
force  on  the  seat  of  government  in  Upper  Cana¬ 
da.”  This  assertion  having  led  to  an  inquiry,  I 
am  enabled  from  official  documents,  and  general 
information,  to  state  the  following  facts  of  thg 
case,  for  the  information  of  tbe  committee. 

The  town  of  York,  in  Upper  Canada  was  taken 
by  the  American  army,  under  the  command  of 
General  Dearborn,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1813, 
and  it  was  evacuated  on  the  succeeding  1st  of 
May ;  although  it  was  again  visited  for  a  day,  by 
an  American  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Chauncey,  on  the  4th  of  August.  At 
the  time  of  the  capture,  the  British  troops  on 
their  retreat  set  fire  to  the  magazine,  and  great 
injury  was  done  by  the  explosion,  to  property# 
as  well  as  to  persons,  within  the  range  of  its  ef¬ 
fects.  At  the  time  of  tbe  capture,  as  well  as  at 
the  time  of  Commodore  Chauncey*s  visit,  the 
public  stores  were  seized,  and  the  public  store¬ 
houses  were  destroyed  ;  but  the  destruction  of 
public  edifices  for  civil  uses,  or  of  private  pro¬ 
perty,  was  not  only  unauthorized,  but  positively 
ibrbidden,  by  the  American  commanclers ;  and, 
is  understood,  that  no  private  house  was  destroy¬ 
ed  by  the  American  troops.  It  has  recently#' 
however,  appeared,  that  a  public  building  ot 
little  value,  called  the  parliament  house,  (not 
the  government  house,)  in  which  it  is  said  that 
an  American  scalp  was  found,  as  a  part  of  tbe 
decoration  of  the  speaker’s  chair,  had  been 
burnt ;  whether  it  was  so,  and  if  it  was,  whether 
it  was  an  accidental  consequence  of  the  confu- 
^kOD,  in  which  the  explosioD  of  the  magazine 
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voiced  the  town,  or  the  unauthorized  act  of  |  was  no  probability,  that  any  measures,  on  the 


gome  exasperated  individual,  tuis  not  been  as- 
eertained.  The  silence  of  the  military  and  civil 
officers  of  the  provincial  government  of  Canada 
seems  to  indicate,  that  the  transac!tion  was  not 


part  of  the  American  government,  would  oblige 
him  to  depart  from  it.** 

3.  The  places  usually  called  the  Moravian 
towns,  were  mere  collections  of  Indian  huts  and 


deemed,  when  it  occurred,  a  cause,  either  for  cabins,  on  the  River  Retrench  or  Thames,  not 


retaliation  or  reproach. 

2d.  The  burning  of  Newark,  adjacent  to  Fort 
George,  occurred  on  the  10th  of  December,  1313. 
The  act  was  vindicated  by  the  American  gene- 


probably  worth  in  the  whole  one  thousand  doh 
lars.  The  Indians  who  inhabited  them,  anoong 
whom  were  some  notoriously  hostile  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  bad  made  incursions  the  most  cruel 


i-al,  as  necessary  to  his  military  operations  ;  but  into  their  territory.  When,  therelbre,  the  Ame-. 
as  soon  as  the  American  government  heard  of  ricaii  army  under  General  Harrison  invaded  Cana- 
it,  instructions,  dated  the  6tli  of  January,  1814,  da  on  the  of  1813,  the  huts  and  ca- 

were  given  by  the  department  of  war,  to  Major  bins  of  the  hostile  Indians,  were  destroyed.  But 
General  Wilkinson,  “  to  disavow  the  conduct  of  this  species  of  warfare  has  been  invariably  pur- 
the  officer  who  committed  it,  and  to  transmit  sued,  by  every  nation  engaged  in  war  with  the 
to  Governor  Prevost,  a  copy  of  the  order,  under  Indians  of  the  American  continent.  However, 
colour  of  which  that  officer  had  acted.”  This  if  may  be  regretted  on  the  score  of  humanity,  it 
disavowal  was  accordingly  communicated,  and  appears  to  be  the  necessary  means  of  averting 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1814,  Governor  Prevost  the  still  greater  calamities  of  savage  hostili- 
answered,  ”  that  it  had  been  with  great  satisfac-  ties;  and  it  is  believed,  that  the  occurrence 
tioii  be  had  received  the  assurance,  that  the  per-  would  never  have  been  made  the  subject  of  a 
petration  of  the  burning  of  the  town  of  Newark,  charge  against  the  American  troops,  if  the  fact 
was  both  unauthorized  by  the  American  govern-  had  not  been  misrepresented  or  niisunderstcKxl. 
ruent,  and  abhorrent  to  every  American  feeling ;  Many  people  at  iiome,  and  most  people  abroad, 
that  if  any  outrages  had  ensued,  the  wanton  and  have  been  led  to  suppose,  that  the  Moravian 
unjustihable  destruetioii  of  Newark,  passing  the  towns  were  the  peaceable  settlements  of  a  reli- 
bounds  of  just  retaliation,  they  were  to  be  attri-  gioiis  sect  of  Christians,  and  not  the  abode  of  a 
buted  to  the  influence  of  irritated  passions,  on  hostile  tribe  of  savages. 


the  part  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  by  that 
event,  which,  in  a  state  of  active  warfare,  it  had 
l>eeii  not  possible  altogether  to  restrain,  and  that 
it  was  as  little  congenial  to  the  disposition  of  his 
niajesty*8  government,  as  it  was  to  that  of  the 
government  of  Uie  United  States,  deliberately 
to  adobt  any  plan  of  policy,  which  had  for  its 
object  the  devastation  of  private  property.** 


1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAS.  ARIMSTRONG. 
To  the  Hon,  IVm,  W,  Bihh,  chairman 
of  the  committee  en  foreign  relations. 


Navy  Deparimetitt  February  18,  1815. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  the  requast  of  the 
committee  of  the  senate,  coininimicated  to  me  by 


But  the  disavowal  of  the  American  govern-  your  note  of  the  14th  current,  I  have  the  honour 

..  ...  ^  ^  A.  _  ▲ _ X_  _  1 _ - _ -  f 


nient  was  not  the  only  expiation  of  the  unaii-  tn  transmit  to  you,  herew  ith,  extracts  from  the 
thorized  offence  committed  by  its  officer ;  fqr,  letters  of  Commodore  Chaiincey  to  the  secretary 
the  British  government  undertook  itself,  to  re-  of  the  navy,  on  the  subject  of  destroying  the  pub- 
dress  the  wrong.  A  few  days  after  the  burning  ^ie  storehouses  and  stores  at  York,  in  Upper  Ca- 
of  Newark,  the  British  and  Indian  troops  cross-  nada,  and  which  is  all  the  information  in  this  de¬ 
ed  the  Niagara  for  this  purpose ;  they  surprised  partraent  on  that  subject.  1  have  the  honour  to 
and  seized  Fort  Niagara;  they  burnt  the  vil-  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
lages  of Xiewistown,  Manchester,  Tiiscarora,  But-  .  ,  B.  W.  CROllTNINSHIELD. 

falo,  and  Black  Rock,  desolating  the  whole  of  Hon,  Uilliam  JV,  Bibb^ 
the  Niagara  frontier,  and  dispersing  the  iuha-  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  senate^ 
bitants  in  the  extremity  of  the  winter.  7-^ 

Sir  George  Prevost,  himself,  appears  to  have  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Ckaxtn- 
been  satisfied  with  the  vengeance  that  had  been  cry,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated  York^ 

inflicted  ;  and  in  his  proclamation  of  the  12tli  Upper  Canada,  April  20,  1813. 

of  January,  1814,  he  expressly  declared,  that  Tlie  enemy  set  fire  to  some  of  his  principal 

for  the  burning  of  Newark,  “the  opfKirtiinity  of  stores,  containing  large  quantities  of  naval  and 

punishment  had  occurred;  that  a  full  measure  military  stores,  as  well  as  a  large  ship  upon  the 
of  retaliation  bad  taken  place,  and  that  it  was  stocks,  nearly  finished, 
not  his  intention  to  pursue  further  a  system  of  — 

J^arfare,  so  revolting  to  bis  own  feelings,  and  so  From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  off  Niagara, 
little  congenial  to  the  British  character,  unless  -  August  4,  1813. 

t}je  future  measures  of  the  enemy  should  com-  “  In  the  evening  of  the  30th  ult.  we  weighed 
pel  him  again  to  resort  to  it.”  With  his  an-  and  stood  for  York,  a'rrived  and  anchored  in  that 
^wer  to  Major  General  Wilkinson,  which  has  harbour,  at  about  3  P.  M.  On  the  31st,  ran  the 
been  already  noticed,  he  transmitted  a  copy  of  schooners  into  the  upper  harbour,  landed  the 
tfie  proclahaation,  “  as  expressive  of  the  deter-  marines  and  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Co- 
tnination,  as  to  his  future  line  of  conduct.**  and  louel  Scott,  witliout  opposition  ;  found  several 
ttJded,  “  that  ha  w  as  happy  to  learn,  that  there  I  hundred  barrels  of  flour  and  provisions  in  tho 
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public  storehouses,  live  pieces  of  cannon,  eleven 
boats,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  shells,  and  other 
stores ;  all  which  was  either  destroyed  or 
brought  away.  On  the  6rst  instant,  after  hav¬ 
ing  received  on  board  all  that  the  vessels  could 
take,  1  directed  the  barracks  and  the  public 
storehouses  to  be  burned  ;  we  then  re-embarked 
the  men,  and  proceeded  to  this  place,  where  1 
arrived  yesterday.” 

Letter  from  General  Henry  Dearborn^  to  the 
Honourable  Joseph  B,  Vamumy  a  member  of 
the  senate, 

Boston,  Oct.  17,  1814. 
Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th 
inst.  I  assure  you,  in  the  most  explicit  manner, 
that  no  public  or  private  buildings  were  burned 
or  destroyed  by  the  troops  under  my  command, 
at  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  excepting  two  block¬ 
houses  and  one  or  two  sheds  belonging  to  tlie 
navy  yard.  I  placed  a  strong  guard  in  the  town 
with  positive  orders  to  prevent  any  plunder  or 
depredation  on  the  inhabitants  ;  and  when  leav¬ 
ing  the  place,  a  letter  was  received  from  Judge 
Scott,  chiefjiistlce  of  the  superior  court,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  humane  treat¬ 
ment  the  inhabitants  had  experienced  from  our 
troop'^,  and  for  my  particular  attention  to  the 
safety  of  their  persons  and  property.  A  frigate 
on  the  stocks,  and  a  large  storehouse  containing 
their  naval  stores,  were  set  on  fire  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  subsequent  to  their  offer  of  surrendering 
the  troops  and  public  property.  Several  of  the 
most  valuable  pu!>iic  buildings  connected  with 
their  principal  military  positions,  were  destroy¬ 
ed  by  the  explosion  of  their  magazine,  which 
proved  so  fatal  to  our  troops ;  and  although 
there  were  strong  provocations  for  burning  or 
destroying  the  town,  nothing  of  the  kind  took 
place,  more  than  I  have  already  inentioued, 
either  by  the  army  or  navy. 

Yours,  with  respectful  esteem, 

n.  DEAIIBORIV. 
Honourable  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 

NOTICE. 

Treasury  Department^  March  1815. 
In  pursuance  of  powers,  which  have  been 
duly  vested  in  the  secretary  of  the  trea¬ 
sury,  under  an  act  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  entitled,  “  an  act  to  author¬ 
ize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eighteen 
millions,  four  hundred  and  fifty-two  thou¬ 
sand,  eight  hundred  dollars,”  approved  hy 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
third  of  March,  current,  proposals  will  he 
received  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
from  this  time,  until  the  .first  day  of  .May 
next,  (unless  the  amount  required  should  be 
previously  subscribed,)  for  a  loan  to  the 
United  States,  of  the  sum  of  twelve  millions 
of  dollars,  or  any  ]>art  thf.r  ^of,  on  the  fidlow- 
iog  terms,  and  in  the  following  manner ; 


1.  The  proposals  must  state  the  amount 
to  he  loaned ;  the  rate  at  which  the  slock 
will  he  received :  the  instalments  in  which 
the  party  will  make  the  payments,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding,  for  the  wliole,  ninety  days  from 
the  dale  of  the  subscription,  and  the  banks 
into  which  the  payments  will  be  made. 

2.  'I'he  payments  will  be  received  either 
in  money,  or  in  ajiproved  bank  notes,  or  in 
treasury  notes  actually  issued  before  the  3d 
of  March  current,  under  the  acts  of  congress, 
fiassed,  respectively,  the  30th  of  June, 
1812,  the  25th  of  February,  1813,  and  the 
4th  of  March,  1814,  at  their  par  value,  with 
tluj  interest  accrued  thereon  at  the  time  of 
payment.  The  kind  of  payment  intended 
to  he  made  must  be  stated  in  the  proposals  ; 
and  where  the  terms  of  subscription  are 
equal,  a  preference  will  be  given  to  offers 
for  paying  in  treasury  notes,  wliich  have 
become  due  and  remain  unpaid,  with  an  al¬ 
lowance  of  the  interest  u|)on  such  notes,  as 
well  since,  as  before  they  became  due. 

3.  On  failure  to  pay  any  instalment  at 
the  time  stipulated,  the  next  preceding  in¬ 
stalment  shall  be  forfeited  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States. 

4.  Scrip-certificates  will  be  issued  by  the 
cashiers  of  the  banks  into  which  the  pay¬ 
ments  shall  be  made,  to  the  corporations,  or 
persons,  making  the  payments ;  the  cashiers 
will,  also,  endorse  the  payment  of  the  suc¬ 
cessive  instalments ;  the  8cri[)-certificatea 
will  be  assignable  by  endorsement  and  de¬ 
livery ;  and  will  be  funded  at  the  loan  office 
of  the  state,  in  which  the  bank  is  situated, 
where  the  payments  have  been  made. 

5.  For  the  amount  loaned,  stock  will  he 
issued,  when  the  instalments  are  completed, 
bearing  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  quarter  yearly.  The  stock  will  be 
reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  after  twelve  years  from 
the  last  of  December  next :  and  the  sink¬ 
ing  fund  is  charged  with  the  punctual  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  interest,  and  the  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  the  principal,  according  to  con¬ 
tract. 

It  is  desirable,  as  far  as  the  public  inter¬ 
est  will  permit,  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
treasury  note  debt,  and,  particularly,  the 
[K>rtion  of  it,  which  is  due  and  unpaid: 
and,  therefore,  an  early  subscription  is  re¬ 
commended  to  the  holders  of  treasury 
notes.  But,  in  order  to  save  time  and 
trouble,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  terms  of  the  pro[)08al8  should  bear 
some  relation  to  the  actual  fair  price  of 
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in  the  market  of  Philadelphia  or 
New- York. 

A  commission  of  one-fourth  per  cent, 
will  be  allowed  to  any  person  collecting 
subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  incorpora¬ 
ting  them  in  one  proposal  to  the  amount  of 
55,000  dollars  or  upwards,  provided  such 
proposals  shall  be  accepted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
REPORT 

OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Cammon  Schools. 

tjTo  the  Honourable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Nefth  York, 

The  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  re¬ 
spectfully  reports : 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  better 
establishment  of  common  schooh,  reports  have 
been  made  to  him  from  some  of  the  counties  in 
this  state  relative  to  the  condition  of  their 
schools.  But  that  these  reports  are  so  few  in 
numl)€r.  and,  in  general,  so  extremely  defective 
in  substance,  and  iiiartilicial  in  form,  tiiat  no  ra¬ 
tional  estimate  can  be  drawn  from  them.  The 
superintendent  has  not,  therefore,  thought  it  ne¬ 
cessary  (although  aware  of  the  duty  enjoined  on 
him  by  law)  to  transmit,  at  this  time,  to  the 
legislature,  what,  if  in  their  possession,  would 
serve  only  to  incumber  their  Journals,  or,  if  made 
the  basis  of  calculation,  would  lead  to  erroneous 
conclusions.  He  has  thought  it  more  advisable, 
aD<i  at  the  same  time  a  sufficient  compliance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  law,  to  defer  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  duty,  until,  from  more  perfect  re¬ 
turns  to  be  made,  (the  forms  of  which  he  will 
prepare  and  distribute)  he  shall  be  enabled  to 
discharge  it  to  some  beneficial,  and  a  more  satis¬ 
factory  end. 

The  neglect  of  many  of  the  commissioners  of 
common  schools,  and  other  subordinate  officers 
under  the  act,  in  not  making  the  returns  required 
of  them  by  law,  and  the  manner  in  which 
others,  who  have  undertaken  to  make  the  neces- 
J^ary  returns,  have  discharged  their  duty,  be¬ 
tray,  in  some  cases,  a  want  of  care  and  interest 
in  the  concerns  of  common  schools,  and  generally 
b.  very  great  degree  of  embarrassment  in  con¬ 
ducting  their  operations.  The  superintendent 
has  also  learnt  from  other  sources,  and  especi- 
'tlly  from  the  frequent  applications  to  him  for  ad¬ 
vice,  that  a  veiy  great  degree  of  embarrassment 
has  been  felt,  by  most  persons  who  have  any 
charge  under  the  act  for  the  establishment  of 
sehools.  He  has  also  observed,  that  tliere  has 
Dot  as  yet  been  excited  that  general  interest  in 
behalf  of  the  establishm»mt  of  common  schools, 
^7  Uw,  which  the  importance  of  it  might,  seen 


calculated  to  inspire.  It  ought  not,  however,  to 
be  inferred  from  these,  or  any  other  facts  which 
have  come  to  his  knowledge,  that  the  system  of 
common  schools  established  by  law,  will  not 
fulfil  the  beneficial  ends  of  its  institution,  or  that 
the  reasonable  expectations  of  its  founders  have 
yet  been  disappointed.  It  was  not  a  reasonable 
expectation  that  the  prejudices  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  would  immediately  subside,  and  their  feelings 
fall  in  with  a  system,  which,  being  altogether 
new  in  its  provisions,  was  untried  in  its  opera¬ 
tions.  Nor  was  it  reasonable  to  expect  of  such 
a  system  that  it  would  immediately  ful61  all  tlie 
beneficial  ends  of  Its  institution.  The  system  of 
common  sciiools,  like  every  other  system  which 
arrives  to  perfection,  must  be  gradual  in  its 
growth ;  in  its  infancy,  it  should  be  cherished 
with  tenderness  and  care  ;  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
lightly  discarded,  because  it  wants  maturity,  be¬ 
fore  it  has  had  time  to  attain  it.  It  is  well 
known  that  most  of  the  difficulties  which  now 
embarrass  the  concerns  of  common  schools,  and 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  preclude  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  any  beiu'bcial  result,  do  not  arise  so 
much  from  any  defect  in  the  system  established 
by  law,  as  from  an  ignorance  of  the  duties  re¬ 
quired  under  that  system,  and  the  unaccustom¬ 
ed  nature  of  its  operations.  But  when  time 
shall  have  removed  the  cause  of  this  difficulty* 
as,  by  tlie  aid  of  occaisional  instructions,  it  most 
infallibly  will  do,  and  shall  have  given  to  this 
system,  what  constitutes  the  perfection  of  al¬ 
most  every  other,  a  long  establishment,  there  is 
a  moral  certainty  tliat  the  beneficial  ends  of  its 
institution  will  be  fulfilled,  and  the  expectations 
of  its  founders  fully  realized.  The  superinten¬ 
dent  therefore  trusts,  that  the  legislatui'e  will 
see  no  reason  to  relax  in  that  laudable  perseve¬ 
rance,  in  the  support  and  encouragement  of 
common  schools,  which  is  so  worthy  of  a  great 
people,  and  which  has  hitherto  so  pre-eminently 
distinguished  them. 

In  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  for  the 
better  establishment  of  coinnion  schools,  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  a  clause 
was  inserted,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  bill 
as  originally  prepared ;  the  object  of  whick 
was  then  understood,  to  be  an  extension  of  the 
liability  to  a  district  tax,  to  such  persons  as* 
from  recent  xsettlement  in  the  district,  or  from 
other  causes,  were  not  included  in  the  last  as¬ 
sessment  roll  of  the  town,  awl  who,  therefore* 
without  such  a  clause,  would  not  be  liable  to 
such  a  tax.  The  clause  referred  to,  is  in  these 
words :  And  on  other  taxable  inhabitants  in 
such  district  on  the  last  assessment  roll,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  taxable  property  under  this 
act.”  By  referring  to  this  clause,  and  comparing 
it  with  the  context,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
sense  of  the  previous  clause  is  not  in  the  least 
extended  or  enlarged  by  it,  and  consequently 
that  the  amendment  has  failed  to  effect  the  ob¬ 
ject  intended.  As  it  now  stands,  it  tends  only  tet 
embarra.ssments  in  the  construction  of  the  act, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  presumed  some  legislative 
revision  will  be  neces^ry.' 
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It  is  also  beliere^l  it  would  be  a  ji;ood  atnend- 1 
ment  of  the  act,  if  the  town  clerk  should  be  j 
constituted  by  law,  the  cit  rk  of  the  commis*  j 
sioners  of  common  schools  in  each  town  ;  w'hose  ! 
duty  it  should  be,  as  such  clerk,  to  receive  and 
keep  all  papers  belonging  to  the  commissioners, 
to  prepare  all  reports,  estimates  and  apportion- 
iDcnts,  to  be  made  by  them  ;  and  to  transmit  all 
such  reports,  and  be  responsible  for  the  delivery 
of  them  in  season,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  : 
and  also  to  receive  all  communications  which 
may  be  directed  to  him  by  the  superintendent 
•f  common  schools,  and  to  dispose  of  them  in 
the  manner  directed.  Such  an  amendment  in 
the  act  would  probably  insure  puncttiality  in  the 
performance  of  a  duty,  which,  at  present  being 
alike  incumbent  on  dirterent  persons,  who  have 
uo  common  centre  of  communication,  is  apt  to 
be  neglected  by  all  of  them. 

Cases  have  occurred,  in  which  the  trustees  of 
school  districts,  have  been  unable  to  procure  a 
suitable  site  for  the  school  house,  by  reason  of 
the  owners  of  the  ground  refusing  to  grant  it.  It 
is  for  the  legislature  to  determine,  whether  the 
usual  remedy,  in  similar  cases,  shall  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  this,  by  era|K)wering  the  tmstces,  on  a 
pro|>er  appraisement,  to  appropriate  the  ground 
suitable  for  the  site  of  their  school  house,  against 
the  consent  of  the  owner  f  care-  being  taken  to 
guard  such  power  against  abuses. 

The  superintendent  avails  himself  of  the 
present  occasion  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  on 
the  subject  of  the  school  fund.  It  appears,  from 
a  view  of  that  fund,  that  a  very  considerable 
part  of  it  consists  of  money  lent  on  interest,  se¬ 
cured  to  be  paid  by  common  bonds  and  mort¬ 
gages.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  a 
fund,  so  constituted,  is  liable  to  a  constant  diini- 
niition.  A  diiniuntion,  which  being  slow  and 
gr^ual,  may  not  on  that  account  be  very  per¬ 
ceptible,  but  is  not  the  less  certain.  This  di- 1 
miuntion  is  caused  by  a  depreciation  in  the  va¬ 
lue  of  money.  For  in  proportion  as  iiKUiey  is 
depreciated  in  value,  the  real  amount  of  any 
fund  vested  in  it  must  be  diminished.  The  va¬ 
lue  of  money  is  known  to  be  much  less  now 
than  it  v  as  mrmerly  ;  by  which  is  meant  that  a 
given  quantity  of  money  will  not  now  purchase 
so  great  a  quantity  of  any  other  tiling  as  it  would 
formerly  do.  It  must  be  obvious  to  any  one 
who  has  ever  looked  into  it,  that  even  within  the 
last  fifteen  years,  the  value  of  money,  in  this 
country,  has  greatly  fallen.  What  the  degree  of 
that  fall  has  been,  it  is  not  material  to  ascer¬ 
tain  with  precision.  It  is  enough  to  know,  that 
funds,  which  consist  of  money  lent  on  interest 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  which  at  first  yielded  a 
competence  to  the  proprietors,  have  since,  by 
this  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money,  ceased 
to  yield  any  thing  like  such  a  competence. 
How  far  money  will  continue  to  fall  in  value,  or 
whether  it  has  already  reached  its  minimum, 
and  will  hereafter  remain  stationary,  it  cannot 
be  affirmed  with  certainty.  But  when  we  con¬ 
sider  the  cause  of  its  depreciation,  which  is  an 
inoreasb  of  its  quantity,  (for  it  may  be  said  of 


money,  what  is  true  ef  erery  other  tlrinj^.  tlib 
more  it  is  increased,  in  quantity,  the  less  ii 
the  value  of  any  given  part  of  it ;)  ynd  when 
we  consider  that  the  quantity  of  money  in  cir¬ 
culation  is  daily  increasing,  by  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  paper  for  specie ;  and  when  we  add  to 
this,  that  for  the  last  three  centuries,  the  va¬ 
lue  of  money  has  at  no  time  risen,  but  has 
been  constantly  falling,  until  it  has  sunk  to  less 
than  one  tenth  of  its  former  value,  it  cannot 
be  thought  an  unwarrantable  presumption  that 
it  ivill  continue  to  fall  hereafter,  as  it  has  done 
heretofore.  Should  this  be  the  fact,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  school  fund,  if  no  timely  re¬ 
medy  be  interposed,  will  sustain  heavy  and  very 
serious  losses  ;  that  although  the  amount  of  it  in 
numern^  may  be  the  same,  yet  the  real  amount 
ill  value  will  be  much  diminished.  For,  if  it  be 
allowed  to  reason  from  the  past  to  the  future, 
and  to  draw  from  the  former,  a  rule  of  calcula¬ 
tion  for  the  latter,  it  might  be  shown,  that  on 
the  expiration  of  the  next  twenty  years,  th<» 
school  fund  will  have  lost  a  fourth,  or,  at  least, 
a  fifth  part  of  its  present  actual  value ;  a  loss 
which  would  amount  to  neatly  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  It  cannot  be  said  that  tlie  in¬ 
terest,  arising  from  such  funds,  is  intended  to 
make  up  for  this  loss  in  value ;  for  the  true  and 
only  intent  of  interest,  was  always  understood  lo 
be  to  compensate  the  lender  for  his  inconveni¬ 
ence  ill  parting  with  the  present  use  of  his  mo¬ 
ney,  and  also  to  indemnify  him  for  his  Inizard  of 
losing  it  by  the  insolvency  of  the  borrower. 
And  besides,  if  the  intent  of  interest  were  to 
make  up  this  loss  in  value,  the  statute,  allowing 
interest,  would  not,  as  it  does,  allow  the  same 
rate  of  it  for  the  loan  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer¬ 
chandise,  which  are  not  in  general  subject  to 
this  loss,  as  it  does  for  the  loan  of  money  which 
is  subject  to  it. 

To  prevent  or  repair  these  losses,  there  are 
among  others,  two  remedies  which  may  be  na¬ 
med.  One  by  witlidrawing  the  fund  from  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  cause  which  produces  the  loss,  and 
vesting  it  in  lands  which  shall  yield  an  annual 
rent,  to  be  reserved  in  grain,  or  any  other  com¬ 
modity,  w  hicli  never  varies  in  value ;  and  the 
other  to  correct  the  operation  of  this  cause,  by 
having  inserted  in  all  bonds,  which  shall  hereaf¬ 
ter  be  given  for  the  repayment  of  money  borroiv- 
ed  from  the  school  fund,  a  covenant  on  the  part 
of  the  obligor,  to  repay  at  the  time  therein  spe¬ 
cified,  or  at  the  time  w.'ien  the  same  shall  be  paid« 
a  sum  w’liich  shall  then  be  equivalent  to  the  ac¬ 
tual  value  received,  although  it  may  exceed  the 
nominal  amount  received.  The  chief,  if  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  former  remedy  is,  that 
although  the  fund,  if  vested  in  land  yieding  a 
rent,  would  not  be  liable  to  any  diminution  in 
value,  yet  that  fund,  so  vested,  would  not  pro¬ 
duce  80  great  an  annual  income,  as  when  vested 
in  money  on  interest ;  the  rent  of  land  bearing 
always  a  much  less  ratio  to  the  value  of  the  laud, 
than  the  interest  of  money  does  to  its  principle* 
The  objoetion  to  the  other  remedy,  by  covenant 
[  to  repay  in  value,  instead  of  in  nwmero,  sewn* 
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to  be*  the  diffictiKy  of  ascertaining  and  settling 
the  changes  in  the  value  of  03oney,and  thecnm- 
parative  value  of  it  at  different  times.  But  this 
objection  might  perhaps  be  obviated  by  making 
it  the  duty  of  some  tribunal,  whose  decision 
would  have  sufficient  weight,  to  inquire  into  and 
ascertain,  at  suitable  intervals  of  time,  what 
changes  tlie  value  of  money  may  have  undergone, 
and  what  the  value  of  it  at  one  time  may  be,  in 
comparison  with  what  it  was  at  any  other. — 
jinother  objection  to  this  remedy  would  be,  that 
it  might  prevent  or  discourage  applications  for 
loans  from  the  fund,  inasmuch  as  the  terms  of 
such  loans  would  be  less  favourable  to  the  bor* 
rower  than  those  ordinarily  offered  by  others  ; 
the  covenant  to  repay  in  value  instead  of  in  nu« 
mero,  forming  a  repulsive  circumstance  in  the 
loan.  This  objection  can  be  done  away  only, 
by  making  the  remedy  general,  and  allowing  all 
lenders  of  money  to  insert  the  like  covenant  in 
their  bonds ;  which,  if  the  practice  should  be 
considered  lawful,  and  a  few  precedents  should 
be  established,  there  is  little  doubt  of  their  do¬ 
ing.  Beyond  these,  there  does  not  appear  any 
Very  great  objection  to  the  remedy  by  covenant 
to  pay  in  value  instead  of  in  numero.  It  can¬ 
not  be  said  that  such  a  covenant  would  contain 
any  thing  unjust  or  inequitable ;  for  the  only 
oper  ition  of  it,  would  be  to  require  the  borrow¬ 
er  to  return  the  exact  amount  in  value  received, 
instead  of  the  amount  in  numero,  which  latter, 
at  the  time  of  payment,  might  be  much  less  than  | 
thf'  former.  It  might  rather  be  said  to  be  both  j 
inequitable  and  unjust,  that  the  borrower  should 
be  discharged  from  his  obligation  by  a  return  of 
the  amount  in  numero,  when  that  is  less  than 
the  amount  in  value  ;  for  this  is,  in  effect,  to 
discharge  him  on  a  partial  performance  of  his 
dutv;  and  indeed,  the  intendment  of  law  is, 
that  the  borrower  does  return  the  exact  amonnt 
of  value  received  by  him.  For  money  being 
the  only  common  measure  of  the  value  of  all 
other  things,  the  legal  presumption  is,  that  it 
does  not  itself  vary  in  its  own  value  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  intendment  of  law  must  be,  that  a  re¬ 
payment  of  the  amount  in  numero,  which  is  all 
that  is  reqtiired  at  present,  is  a  repayment  of  the 
amount  in  value.  And  if  this  presumption  were 
true,  this  intendment  would  be  fulfilled.  This 
presumption  of  law  is  most  probably  owing  to 
the  changes  in  tlie  value  of  money  being  imper¬ 
ceptible,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining 
those  changes,  althoiigli  they  should  become 
perceptible,  tnd  while  these  changes  are  slow, 
and  so  little  as  not  to  be  regarded  in  common 
calculation,  and  while  no  mode  of  ascertaining 
them  is  settled  by  law  or  custom,  the  presump¬ 
tion  is  certainly  reasonable  and  necessary.  But 
when  these  changes  beO'^mc  rapid,  mad  so  great 
as  to  occasion  the  loss  of  one  fourth  or  fifth  in 
twenty  years,  and  when  some  mode  of  ascertain¬ 
ing  them  may  be  devised,  and,  as  it  is  believed, 
applied  successfully  to  practice,  the  reason  of 
the  old  presumption  ceases;  and  the  reason 
the  presumption  itself  ought  to  cease 
wiUi  it,  and  t#  give  placQ  tei  considexatioas  ef 


interest  and  self  preservatioo.  AU  which  U  re« 
spectfully  submitted,  « 

GIDEON  HAWLEY, 
Superintendent  qf  common  schoolt^ 
Albany,  February  \Otk,  1815. 

Convention,  or  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britan,  returned  unratified  by  Mr* 
J^erson,  in  1803. 

(COPY.) 

In  order  that  the  boundaries  between  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  bis  Britannic  majesty,  and  those  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  may  be  more 
precisely  ascertained  and  determined  than  has 
hitherto  been  done,  the  parties  have  respective¬ 
ly  named  their  plenipotentiaries,  and  given  them 
full  power  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  conven¬ 
tion  for  this  purpose,  that  is  to  say,  his  Britan* 
nic  majesty  has  named  for  bis  plenipotentiary, 
the  Right  Honourable  Robert  Banks  Johnson^ 
(commonly  called  Lord  Hawkesbiiry,)  one  of  his 
majesty’s  most  honourable  privy  council  and  his 
principal  seci*etary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  there¬ 
of,  has  appointed  for  their  plenipotentiary,  Ru¬ 
fus  King,  Esq.  their  minister  p1enipotenti;u‘y  to 
his  said  majesty,  who  have  agreed  upon  and  con¬ 
cluded  the  following  articles  : — 

Art.  I.  The  line  hereinafter  described,  shall 
and  hereby  is  declared,  to  be  the  boundary  be¬ 
tween  the  mouth  of  the  River  St.  Croix  and  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  that  is  to  say,  a  line  beginning 
in  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  River  St. 
Croix  at  its  mouth,  as  the  same  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  thence  direct  to  the  middle  of  the  chau- 
nel  between  Point  i'leasant  aud  Deer  Island ; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  the  chanoel^  be¬ 
tween  Deer  Island  on  the  east  aud  north,  and 
Moose  Island  and  Campo  Bello  Island  on  the 
west  and  south,  and  round  the  eastern  point  of 
Campo  Bello  Island  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  And 
all  the  islathis  aud  waters  nortiiward  and  east¬ 
ward  of  the  said  boundary,  together  with  the 
island  of  Campo  Bello  situate  to  the  southward 
tliereof,  are  hereby  declared  toff  be  within  the 
jurisdiction  and  part  of  his  majesty’s  provinces 
oi*  New  Brunswick,  and  the  islands  and  waters 
southward  and  westward  of  the  said  boundary, 
except  only  the  island  of  Campo  Bello,  are  here¬ 
by  declared  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  and 
part  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  said  United 
States. 

Art.  II.  Whereas  it  has  become  expedient 
that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  men¬ 
tioned  and  described  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
between  his  majesty  and  the  United  States, 
should  be  ascertained  and  determined,  and  that 
the  line  between  the  source  of  the  River  St. 
Croix  and  the  said  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  should  be  ran  and  marked  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  ft  is  agreed 
that  Ibr  this  purpose  commissioners  shall  he  ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  (bllowing  manner,  vni.  one 
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misRioner  shall  be  named  tiy  his  majesty  and  one 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  there¬ 
of;  and  the  said  two  commissioners  shall  agree 
in  the  choice  of  a  third ;  or,  if  they  cannot 
agree,  they  shall  each  propose  one  person,  and 
of  the  two  names  so  proposed,  one  shall  be  taken 
•by  lot  in  the  presence  of  the  two  original  com- 
iDissioncrs ;  mid  the  three  commissioners  so  ap¬ 
pointed  shall  be  sworn  impartially  to  ascertain 
and  determine  the  said  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  pui'suaut  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
ti'eaty  of  peace ;  and  likewise,  to  cause  the  said 
boundary  line  between  the  source  of  the  River 
St.  Croix,  as  thd  same  has  been  determined  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  be 
run  and  marked  accoixling  to  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  aforesaid ;  the  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  Boston,  and  have  power  to  ad¬ 
journ  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they  shall 
think  ht ;  they  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a 
secretary,  and  employ  such  surveyors  and  other 
assistants  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  ;  the  said 
commissioners  shall  draw  up  a  report  of  their 
proceedings,  which  shall  describe  the  line  afore¬ 
said^  and  particularise  the  latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude  of  the  place  ascertained  and  determined  on 
as  aforesaid,  to  he  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia;  duplicates  of  which  report  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  the  said  commissioners,  (or 
of  a  majority  of  them)  together  with  duplicates 
of  their  accounts,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  per¬ 
sons  as  may  be  severally  authorized  to  receive 
the  same  in  behalf  of  their  respective  govern¬ 
ments,  and  the  decisions  and  proceedings  of  the 
said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them  made 
and  had  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  final  and  con¬ 
clusive. 

Art.  III.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  said 
commissioners,  after  they  shall  have  executed 
the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the  preceding 
article,  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized, 
upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  ascertain  and 
determine  the  northwesterninost  head  of  Con¬ 
necticut  river,  according  to  the  provision  of  the 
aforesaid  treaty  of  peace,  and  likewise  to  cause 
the  boundary  line,  described  in  the  said  treaty 
of  peace,  between  the  northwester imost  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  said  north westerumewt 
head  of  Connecticut  river,  to  be  run  and  mark¬ 
ed,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty  ; 
the  said  commissioners  shall  meet  at  Boston,  and 
shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  place  or 
places  as  they  shall  think  fit,  they  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  employ  such 
surveyors  and  other  assistants  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary ;  the  said  commissioners  shall  draw 
tip  a  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall 
describe  the  boundary  line  aforesaid  and  parti¬ 
cularize  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river ;  dupH* 
catf*s  of  which  report,  under  the  hands  and  seal 
ol*  the  said  commissioners,  or  of  a  majority  of 
them  tog^^ther  with  duplicates  of  their  accounts  ; 
shall  be  delivered  t*  such  persons  as  may  he 


severally  authorized  to  receive  the  same  in  be¬ 
half  of  their  respective  governments ;  and  the 
decision  and  proceedings  of  the  said  commis¬ 
sioners,  or  of  a  majority  of  them,  made  and  had 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

Art.  IV.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  afore¬ 
said  commissioners  shall  be  respectively  paid  iu 
such  a  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  between  the 
two  parties ;  such  agreement  to  be  settled  at 
the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of 
this  convention  ;  and  all  other  expenses  incurred 
by  the  said  commissioners ;  and, in  case  of  death, 
sickness,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place  of  any 
commissioner  shall  be  supplied  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  such  commissioner  was  appointed ;  and 
the  new  commissioner  shall  take  the  same  oath, 
and  do  the  same  duties. 

Art.  V.  Whereas  it  is  uncertain  whether  the 
River  Mississippi  extends  so  far  to  the  northward 
as  to  be  intersected  by  a  line  di'awn  due  west 
from  the  liake  of  the  Woods,  in  the  maniur 
raentioued  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  his 
majesty  and  the  United  States,  it  is  agreeo,  that 
instead  of  the  said  Hue,  the  boundary  oi*  the 
United  States  in  this  quarter  shall,  and  is  hereby 
declared  to  be,  the  shortest  line  which  can  be 
drawn  between  the  northwest  point  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  and  the  nearest  siuirce  of  the  River 
[  Mississippi ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
and  determining  the  northwest  point  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  and  the  source  of  the  River  Mis¬ 
sissippi  that  may  be  nearest  to  the  said  north¬ 
west  point,  as  well  as  for  the  pui*pose  of  niii- 
iiiiig  and  marking  the  said  boundary  line  be¬ 
tween  the  same,  three  commissioners,  upon  the 
demand  of  either  government,  shall  be  appointed 
and  authorized,  upon  tlieir  oaths,  to  act ;  aud 
their  compensation  aud  expenses  shall  be  ascer¬ 
tained  and  paid,  and  vacancies  supplied  in  the 
manner  provided  in  respect  to  the  commission¬ 
ers  mentioned  in  the  preceding  articles;  and 
the  decisions  and  proceedings  of  the  said  com¬ 
missioners,  or  of  a  majority  of  them,  made  and 
had,  pursuant  to  this  convcnlion,  shall  be  final 
and  conclusive. 

In  faith  whereof,  we  the  undersigned  ministers 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  signed 
this  present  couveiitioii,  and  caused  to  be  affix¬ 
ed  thereto,  tlie  seals  of  our  arms.  Done  at  Lon¬ 
don  this  12th  day  of  May,  1803. 

(Signed) 

HAWKESBURY,  (L.  S.) 
RUFUS  KING,  (L.  S.) 
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